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Meaningful Use Deadline for Eligible
Hospitals and Critical Access Hospitals
1s Approaching

By: James B. Wieland and Joshua J. Freemire

Many Eligible and Critical Access Hospitals that intend to attest to Meaningfully
Using Certified EHR Technology (and thus qualify for the significant available
Incentive Program Funds) have already begun their reporting period in preparation
for the 2011 attestation deadline. For those who have not, however, the time to
begin is drawing to a close.

July 3, 2011 marks the last day that Eligible and Critical Access Hospitals may
begin the necessary 90-day reporting period in time to attest and qualify for 2011
Meaningful Use Incentive payments. Failing to qualify for the incentive payment for
2011 does not disqualify providers from qualifying in later years, but it does mean
that they will earn less incentive, in total, over the life of the Incentive Program.

CMS has provided extensive resources to assist providers in staying abreast of
program timelines and requirements. In addition to the EHR Incentive Program
Website, CMS has created an Attestation User Guide [PDF], an Attestation
Worksheet [PDF], and a Calendar of Key Meaningful Use Dates [PDF].

Ober|Kaler’'s Comments

Hospitals who intend to attest and receive payment for the 2011 program year
should move quickly to ensure that they are able to implement and begin their
reporting period next month, as required.

Payment Matters® is not to be construed as legal or financial advice, and the review of this information does not
create an attorney-client relationship.
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