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On November 24, 2010, the European Parliament (EP)
overwhelmingly approved the proposed recast of the Restriction
of Hazardous Substances (RoHS) Directive, which restricts the
use of certain hazardous substances in electronic and electrical
equipment (EEE). The RoHS Directive currently lists six materials
as being restricted: lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent
chromium, polybrominated biphenyls, and polybrominated
diphenylethers. The EP passed by a vote of 640 to 3, with 12
abstentions, legislation that would extend the Directive to most
EEE, unless specifically excluded. Photovoltaic solar panels, fixed
industrial machinery, and military equipment will remain outside
the scope of RoHS, but, following an eight-year transition period,
certain electronic toys and laboratory equipment will be covered
by the Directive. The legislation calls for a review of the Directive
after three years, at which time new substances may be added.
Exemptions for banned substances would be allowed only if they
are in the interest of consumer health and safety, and no
alternatives are available. More information is available online.
Proposed restrictions on additional substances, including
nanosilver and long multi-walled carbon nanotubes, were not
supported by the European Union (EU) Council, and are not
included in the version of the legislation passed by both the EU
Council and EP. The EP press release notes that "nanomaterials
are cited as due for further scientific scrutiny" when RoHS is
reviewed in three years.
The EU Council must formally adopt the legislation passed by the
EP. Because the EP passed a version previously approved by the
EU Council, the adoption process should be simple. The European
Commission will then formally adopt the Directive, and publish it
in the Official Journal of the European Union. The revised
Directive will enter into force 20 days after its publication in the
Official Journal, and member states will then have 18 months to
transpose it into national law.
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