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Nine federal agencies enter into a MOU regarding
transmission siting on federal lands
FERC - October 28
Obama Administration officials released a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) signed by nine Federal Departments and Agencies to make it faster
and simpler to build transmission lines on Federal lands. The goal of the
agreement is to speed approval of new transmission lines, reduce expense
and uncertainty in the process, generate cost savings, increase accessibility
to renewable energy and jumpstart job creation. As President Obama
announced, the agreement aims to "help break down the bureaucratic
barriers that currently make it slow and costly to build new transmission
lines on federal lands."

Renewable Energy Focus
White House steps up climate efforts
New York Times - October 27
The Obama administration and some Senate Democrats expressed fresh
urgency about the need to address climate change and refashion the
nation’s energy economy, but they face determined opposition from
Republicans, new concerns from some Democrats and reminders of the
financial, technological and political hurdles in remaking the way the
nation produces and consumes power. In a Senate hearing on a new
climate change and energy bill and in coordinated appearances by
President Obama and Vice President Joe Biden, the administration
promoted measures to cap greenhouse gas emissions and support new
means of fueling homes and vehicles with far less carbon dioxide
intensity.
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Solar industry builds wish list for climate change bill
GreenTechMedia - October 27
The national mandate to use solar electricity combined with policies to
support new electric grid transmission projects and a "green bank" to finance
renewable energy projects are on the wish list of the solar industry for the
climate change legislation, said Rhone Resch, executive director of the Solar
Energy Industries Association. Speaking at the Solar Power International
conference in Anaheim, a conference SEIA co-organized, Resch outlined his
lobbying goals while extolling his roughly 1,000 members to pony up.

Solar power execs bullish on 2010 despite earnings
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Reuters - October 29

Recent Events

Executives from solar power companies see clearer skies in 2010 for the
industry, even as quarterly reports from companies such as First Solar and
SunPower have disappointed. The industry has struggled to emerge this
year from tight credit markets, a global glut of panels and falling prices.
The industry, which grew at a clip of more than 40% for several years, has
suffered in the recession, but solar companies kept a bullish attitude on
growth next year. Executives cited various forces that could drive growth in
2010, including U.S. stimulus funds for green projects, extended tax
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ACEEE report examines impacts of climate policy
ACEEE - October 27
A report released by the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy
(ACEEE) examines the long-term economic impacts of cap-and-trade
legislation. The report says it demonstrates how climate legislation
encourages energy-saving investments, will create millions of jobs and save
U.S. consumers billions on monthly energy bills. The study offers a look at
climate legislation as U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
Chairman, Senator Barbara Boxer, introduces her new climate bill and hosts
a week of hearings.

Refiners warn of 'staggering' costs, job losses from Senate
climate bill
New York Times - October 28
The CEO of Valero Energy Corp. warned that the Senate climate legislation
would give a competitive advantage to foreign refiners and cost U.S. jobs.
Addressing the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, Valero's
Bill Klesse alleged that the Senate bill and its House counterpart would
create large new costs that would drive domestic gasoline and diesel
production offshore, cause job loss, and reduce U.S. energy security. He
spoke on behalf of the National Petrochemical and Refiners Association, the
industry's main trade group.

Transformational energy research projects win $151M in
funding
DOE - October 26
The Department of Energy announced funding for 37 research projects -including some that could allow intermittent energy sources like wind and
solar to provide a steady flow of power, or use bacteria to produce
automotive fuel from sunlight, water and carbon dioxide. The $151 million in
funding is being awarded through the Department's recently-formed
Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy ("ARPA-E"). The grants will go
to projects with lead researchers in 17 states. Of the lead recipients, 43%
are small businesses, 35% are educational institutions, and 19% are large
corporations.

DOE awards $338M to accelerate domestic geothermal
energy
DOE - October 29
Department of Energy Secretary Steven Chu announced up to $338 million
in Recovery Act funding for the exploration and development of new
geothermal fields and research into advanced geothermal technologies. The
grants will support 123 projects in 39 states, with recipients including private
industry, academic institutions, tribal entities, local governments, and DOE’s
National Laboratories. The grants will be matched more than one-for-one
with an additional $353 million in private and non-Federal cost-share funds.
These grants are directed towards identifying and developing new geothermal
fields and reducing the upfront risk associated with geothermal development
through exploration and drilling projects and data development and
collection.

Obama touts smart grid grants
Washington Post - October 27
President Obama announced $3.4 billion in grants for "smart meters,"
updated transformers, and other devices that he called the largest energy
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will pay for a broad range of technologies aimed at
making the nation's
power transmission system more efficient, reliable and adaptable to
renewable energy sources such as wind and solar. The grants have been
awarded to 100 different utilities and other businesses, cities, which in turn
have promised to spend another $4.7 billion in private money on the socalled "smart grid."

You do have to know which way the wind blows on the
grid: study
ClimateWire - October 30
How and when the winds blow are increasingly critical issues for operators of
the nation's electricity grid, concludes a new 10-year assessment of regional
outlooks for renewable energy. The questions already matter to the energy
companies, funds and speculators that trade more than $500 billion in overthe-counter electricity contracts annually. The North American Electric
Reliability Corp. released its annual assessment of the long-term
vulnerabilities of its eight regional grid organizations and asked them to
consider a scenario with 15% of electricity output coming from renewable
generation -- primarily wind. Meeting the 15% target for renewable
electricity output by 2018 would require more than 95,000 megawatts of
new wind and solar generating capacity, or nearly one-quarter of all power
plant capacity, NERC said.

Water use by solar projects intensifies
GreenInc. - October 27
The West’s water wars are likely to intensify with Pacific Gas and Electric’s
announcement that it would buy 500 megawatts of electricity from two solar
power plant projects to be built in the California desert. With 35 big solar
farm projects undergoing licensing or planned for arid regions of California
alone, water is emerging as a contentious issue. Solar trough developers
prefer to use so-called wet cooling in which water must constantly be
replenished to make up for evaporation. Regulators, meanwhile, are pushing
developers to use dry cooling, which takes about 90% less water but is more
expensive and reduces the efficiency –- and profitability – of a power plant.

San Diego solar company tests floating panels for power
Union-Tribune - October 24
By floating photovoltaic panels in a shallow, round pool, Pyron Solar of
Sorrento Valley says it will be able to reliably point them directly at the sun
and keep them cool enough to operate efficiently. Once technicians finish
installing the panels, the 45-foot-wide pool will produce 22 kilowatts to go
directly onto the grid, officials said. Engineers will track the system's output
for 18 months to make sure it works as expected. SDG&E is supporting the
effort by providing the land and taking the power. The utility promoted the
test as part of its efforts to encourage development of clean power
technologies.

Notable Renewable Energy Projects and Deals
Cleantech Innovation Center marks opening
North American Wind Power - October 28
Cleantech Innovation Center (CIC) in Oroville has opened. The newly
refurbished facility is home to a variety of enterprises aimed at growing a
burgeoning green economy in the region. The center will house groups
promoting sustainable and alternative building and construction practices,
a worker training facility and classrooms, and a high-altitude wind power
research project. The CIC-Oroville is a flagship initiative of the publicprivate BayTEC Alliance, and is the first of several centers planned for
California.
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FPL Group - October 26
NextEra Energy Resources has entered into a contract to sell 250megawatts of solar thermal power from the proposed Genesis Solar Energy
Project to Pacific Gas and Electric Company. The proposed Genesis project
will be comprised of two 125-megawatt units in Riverside County. The
project is expected to produce approximately 560 gigawatt-hours of
renewable electricity each year. The contract is subject to approval by the
California Public Utilities Commission. NextEra plans to start construction
on the project late in 2010.

PG&E to accept more power from solar homes
San Francisco Chronicle - October 28
Pacific Gas and Electric Company has agreed to use more electricity from
home solar systems than California law requires. California law allows
homes and businesses with solar systems to get credit for excess energy
that they deliver to the state's electrical grid, under a system known as
net metering, but the law limits the amount of electricity that the utilities
are required to take from such customers. Each utility must accept up to
2.5% of its total peak electricity load from net-metering customers. PG&E
expects to hit that limit in 2011. A bill to raise the cap to 5% stalled in
the waning days of the last legislative session, so PG&E, after discussions
with the Governor, has agreed to accept as much as 3.5% of its total load
from net metering customers. The change will require the approval of the
California Public Utilities Commission.
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