· Key Questions to Answer in Writing BEFORE Two Unmarried People Purchase Real Estate

Before buying real estate, two unmarried people should have a written agreement dealing with all of the issues listed in this guide.

· How should title be held?

Joint tenancy, tenancy in common, LLC, Trust.

· Down Payment

Equal. What if one pays more than the other?

· Upkeep

Are taxes, insurance, maintenance paid equally?

· Failure to Pay

What if one of owners cannot pay their share of upkeep?

· Occupancy

Who can live in the property? What if one of occupants wants to move?

· Equity

What if one of owners wants to borrow and other one does not?

· Sale

What if one owner wants to sell and other one does not?

· Financing and Refinancing

What if one owner has good credit and other one has bad credit? How is refinancing handled?

What to Do if Contractor Does a Bad Job

Protect yourself from a bad contractor. Four steps you can take to protect yourself.

How to Respond to a Mechanic's Lien if You Are the Homeowner

Mechanics' Liens require precise handling in order to be valid. An experienced construction attorney can easily determine how to remove a lien that was not properly recorded against your property. If you do it yourself, the below steps will be helpful.

