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While online dating has been pervasive in American society, it can be actionable if employees
abuse their employer’s access to the Internet to look for love. The case of Roberto Rodriguez, a
former employee of the Social Security Administration (SSA), is a prime example. He received a
sentence of 12 months in federal prison for using his work computer to obtain information about
women for whom he held romantic notions. In sum, he stole company data.
His position with the SSA authorized Rodriguez to access a database containing people’s
personal information although SSA policies strictly prohibited access for purposes unrelated to
work. After Rodriguez met various women on his own time, he used his work PC to research
private information about them. Then, he sent the women gifts and notes, although the ladies
themselves had not revealed personal data to Rodriguez on their own.
Although he did not use the information for any criminal purpose, per se, Rodriguez was
nonetheless convicted of violating the federal Computer Fraud and Abuse Act. In affirming his
conviction last month, the Eleventh District Court ruled he behaved outside the specific
authorization he was granted for his job.
Because the SSA had a clearly written policy prohibiting behavior such as Rodriguez’s
strengthened the case against him that he acted outside the scope of the authority his job afforded
him. This case should also serve to remind employers of the importance of having clear policies
concerning use of computers and company information.
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