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Although the Northwest Passage is generally
inaccessible to all but the most ice‐capable
vessels, in recent years, the navigable ice‐free
season in Canada’s Arctic has become more
pronounced. The current 2010 ice‐free season has
proven to be busier than most in terms of vessel
traffic,1 and with a great deal of media attention
now directed toward Arctic shipping,2 the trend
appears likely to continue. Offering a reduction of
about 4,000 nautical miles on voyages between
Europe and Asia, the Northwest Passage
represents a potential savings of nearly two
weeks and hundreds of thousands of dollars per
transit.3 Accordingly, the Canadian Government’s
recent decision to enact mandatory vessel
registration under NORDREG – the Canadian
Coast Guard’s Arctic Canada Traffic System – is of
particular interest to Arctic mariners.
NORDREG is a creature of the Canada Shipping
Act,4 and defines a vessel traffic system for ships
operating in Canadian waters north of 60ºN, as
well as in the Hudson Bay, James Bay, Kigmallit
Bay and Ungava Bay. The stated objectives of
NORDREG are the enhancement of safety and
movement of traffic, the strengthening of
Canadian sovereignty in Arctic waters and the
prevention of pollution of Arctic waters.5
Although NORDREG was originally implemented
in 1977 as a voluntary scheme, as of July 1, 2010,
compliance is mandatory.6 All vessels with a gross
tonnage of 300 or more,7 and those vessels
involved in towing or pushing operations with a
combined gross tonnage of 500 or more,8 are
subject to mandatory reporting under NORDREG.9
Mandatory reporting also applies to all vessels of
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any size that carry, tow or push cargos of
pollutants or dangerous goods.10
To comply with the scheme, Masters operating
vessels within the NORDREG zone are required to
submit four different types of reports: a Sailing
Plan (“SP”), which is required prior to entering the
zone;11 Position Reports (“PR”), which are
required upon entry and then daily thereafter;12 a
Final Report (“FR”), which is required upon
berthing or departure;13 and Deviation Reports
(“DR”), which are required whenever a vessel
deviates from its Sailing Plan.14 Contravention of
the NORDREG requirements constitutes an
offence under the Canada Shipping Act and
carries a maximum penalty of a $100,000 fine and
one year’s imprisonment.15

vessels operating in Canadian Arctic waters are
afforded these services,17 but with NORDREG
registration now mandated by the Canadian
Government, mariners are reminded to also be
cognizant of the penalties under the Canada
Shipping Act for non‐compliance.
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Prior to July 2010, virtually all vessels operating in
Canada’s Northern waters voluntarily complied
with NORDREG, as doing so permits access to a
number of services including ice information,
routing, icebreaker assistance, and search and
rescue response.16 It remains the case that
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