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Environmental and toxic exposure cases are almost always brought as class
action lawsuits. These cases are essentially personal injury lawsuits involving
exposure to an environmental hazard. Unlike other personal injury cases like slip
and fall accidents in which a single person is hurt, environmental hazard cases
rarely affect just one person. Typically there are hundreds or even thousands
of people exposed to the same hazard. As a result there are usually numerous
“similarly situated” plaintiffs to form a class for the suit.
Damages in Environmental and Toxic Exposure Cases
Like most class action lawsuits, damages in environmental and toxic exposure
cases are both compensatory and punitive. Compensatory damages are meant
to “reimburse” plaintiffs for direct damages such as medical bills or the loss of a
loved one. Punitive damages are meant to punish the defendant for intentional
or grossly neglectful acts. The potential for punitive damages is typically high in
environmental cases because the impact can be so devastating.
Damages in these cases are typically divided according to the severity of the
plaintiff’s injury or loss. Because members of a class must only be “similarly
situated” not identically situated, plaintiffs often have different degrees of
injury and loss. If a case is settled, the terms usually specific who gets what. If a
jury determines a case, the judge usually helps work out how the judgment is
divided.
When considering an environmental class action lawsuit, it’s important to hire
a class action attorney with the experience and resources to see the case to a
successful resolution. These cases can be costly and time-consuming and require
the testimony of many expert witnesses. The attorneys at Ankin Law Office are
both qualified to and capable of handling any class action suit. Our firm has
significant resources to dedicate towards worthwhile cases. Contact us schedule
a free consultation to discuss the details of your case.

