Jonathan Rosenfeld's Nursing Homes
Abuse Blog

Traffic Accident Fatality Costs Iowa
Nursing Home $10,000 In Fines
Posted by Jonathan Rosenfeld on February 02, 2011

An Iowa nursing home now faces a $10,000 fne imposed by the state following
an investigation into the death of an elderly patient at the facility. As we
recently discussed, Corine Armentrout and another elderly patient were injured
in a November 9th auto accident when the nursing home van in which they
were passengers stopped abruptly. The sudden stop resulted in the women
getting thrown from their wheelchairs to the foor of the van.
The state investigation determined that women's injuries--- and subsequent
death of Ms. Armentrout were attributable to the fact that the driver of the van
failed to secure the women into their wheelchairs.
Twelve days after the auto accident, Ms. Armentrout died from congestive heart
failure as a result of a broken leg and blood loss from the accident.
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My take:
As a nursing home lawyer, I am glad to see that the investigators into this
incident made the connection between the van accident and Ms. Armentrout's
death. Too often we see nursing home surveyors failing to make the
connection between an incident and an subsequent death or injury.
Though not obvious from the news report, it certainly seems as though the
individuals responsible for investigating this incident did their homework and
met with the physicians and--- perhaps the medical examiner who cared for
Ms. Armentrout. Should Ms. Armentrout's family choose to pursue a lawsuit
against the facility, these causation opinions will be helpful in proving their
case.
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