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Perhaps someone should have advised Angela Almore, a nurse at Britthaven in
Chapel Hill, NC, that physicians are the only ones capable of prescribing
prescription medications for patients.
Seemingly taking the practice of medicine into her own hands when she
administered Morphine to patients who should not be taking it; Ms. Almore now
faces one count of second-degree murder and six counts of felony-patientabuse after the death of one patient and the hospitalization of six others she
was responsible for caring for in the Alzheimer's unit at the facility.
An investigation into the incident by the Nursing Home Licensure Section
revealed that in addition to the errors made by Ms. Almore, the Britthaven
facility was also negligent for failing to take the necessary steps to ensure
that its patients were protected from abuse.
As a result of the facilities errors, state regulators have requested that the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaide Services (CMS) impose a $20,000 fine
against the facility.
Medication Overdoses Amongst Nursing Home Patients:
Medication errors, such as overdoses are a common problem in nursing
homes-- particularly amongst disabled patients who do not have the ability to
confirm the types or dosages of medications they may be taking.
Unfortunately, aside from lacking the ability to confirm or deny the medications
they are to be taking, disabled patients are especially fragile when it comes to
potential side effects from the drugs.
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Opiates, such as Morphine can be especially dangerous in frail people or those
who may be taking other medications that may essentially make the
medications more potent than they may be on their own. In some situations,
the ingestion of high dosages of morphine can essentially shut down the bodies
central nervous system making the body forget basic functions such as
breathing.
If you believe your loved one was give an overdose of Morphine, it is important
to seek medical attention immediately by contacting 911 or the National Poison
Control Center at 1-800-222-1222.
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