MY FRANCHISE IS COMING UP FOR RENEWAL.  CAN MY FRANCHISOR REFUSE TO RENEW MY FRANCHISE? 
Assuming you own a franchise that is covered by New Jersey’s Franchise Practices Act, your franchisor cannot terminate or fail to renew your franchise without “good cause.”  
Under the Act, your franchisor is obligated to send you a written notice setting forth all the reasons for termination or intent not to renew your franchise.  Except in the following three situations, that notice must be given at least 60 days in advance of the termination or renewal date.  The first exception is if your franchise agreement requires more than 60 days notice.  In that case, franchisor must abide by that agreement.  If you have voluntarily abandoned the franchise, then the number of days for notice to be given is reduced to 15.  If a franchisee has been convicted of an indictable offense directly related to the business conducted pursuant to the franchise agreement, termination is permitted to occur immediately upon delivery and receipt of the notice.
Of course, the question of what constitutes “good cause” for failure to renew is usually where the franchisor and franchisee disagree.  “Good cause” is defined by the Act to mean “failure of the franchisee to substantially comply with those requirements imposed upon him by the franchise.”  That leaves open the issue of what constitutes “substantial compliance” and this has been the topic of many a court case.  
These court cases, the franchise agreement, and the notice of termination or intent not to renew must all be examined by your attorney in order for proper advice to be given to you.
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