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The fall-related death of a 58-year-old nursing home patient at Browning
Manor Convalescent Hospital triggered an investigation by the California
Department of Health that determined that the facilities errors are partially to
blame for the death of the patient.
An investigation by the agency revealed that the facility violated its own
supervisory guidelines in caring for the man who unbuckled a safety restraint
and fell from his wheelchair and fractured his neck. The man died several days
later from complications related to his injury.
In the days leading up to his death, the facility documented the man’s irregular
behavior, yet the facility failed to implement any interventional steps that may
have prevented him from harming himself in a fall.
According to the facilities own policies, any patient who has physical aggression
and behavioral outbursts is to receive one-on-one monitoring. An
investigation by California ofcials determined that the facility never followed
its guidelines and implemented such care.
As a result of the care violations and the man’s subsequent death, Browning
Manor Convalescent Hospital received a $100,000 fne and AA citation.
My take:
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I can appreciate how some people reading about this incident may call into
question the strict fne imposed against this nursing home given the fact that
this patients actions are apparently responsible for his own injury.
However, having litigated nursing home negligence cases involving similar
circumstances, I defnitely feel like nursing homes must be held responsible for
failing to take interventional measures to protect patients.
While we will really never know what diference the afrmative acts on the part
of the nursing home would have made on these circumstances, I am confdent
that the aggressive sanctions imposed on Browning Manor will cause the staf
to change the way they handle similar circumstances in the future--- and
potentially save a patient's life.
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