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The New York Times recently reported on a recent trial where a Delaware man was awarded 

$30 million in compensatory damages after being sexually abused by Roman Catholic Priest 

as a child.

In addition to the signifcant compensatory award (the largest award to a single victim of 

clergy abuse) the trial is signifcant because it is one of the few cases were a jury 

apportioned signifcant fault against the parish where the abuse occurred.

Most sexual abuse cases involving clergy hold the diocese responsible for the damages in 

the particular case as opposed to the particular parish where the abuse occurred. 

 According to bishopaccountabilty.org, this case is just one of several lawsuits where the 

jury has apportioned fault on the part of the parish.

Delaware, is like several other states that have 'window laws' that lift the statute of 

limitations and allow lawsuits to be pursued even after the statute of limitations would 

normally have prevented them from being brought.  In the case of children whom have been 

sexually assaulted at a young age, the window laws are particularly important because many 

adults repress the episodes of child abuse for many years.

In addition to the compensatory damages awarded in this case, a jury will soon hear the 

'punitive damage' aspect of the case which may result in a more signifcant award.  Unlike 

compensatory damages that are designed to compensate the injured party, punitive 

damages are designed to 'punish' the wrongdoer. 
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In some jurisdictions, punitive damage portions of the case allow the jury to hear pertinent 

information the defendant's conduct as well as the fnancial position of the particular 

company involved.
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