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According to a lawsuit filed against Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc., a tattoo artist thinks it is
very possible.
In his complaint, S. Victor Whitmill alleges that Warner Bros is illegally using a copy of the
tattoo he created on the face of boxer Mike Tyson. His court documents show that he registered
the copyright and that Tyson signed a release acknowledging that the design was the property of
Whitmill’s Paradox-Studio of Dermagraphics.
The tattoo in question is featured on the face of actor Ed Helms in the upcoming film “The
Hangover: Part II.” Whitmill has also asked for an injunction to stop the release of the highly
anticipated summer movie, scheduled to open Memorial Day Weekend.
In Whitmill’s favor, he has registered his copyright, and the designs appear very similar. As
humorously pointed out by Reuters, “Copyrighted works are copyrighted works, no matter
whether they are painted on canvases or walls or the bodies of former heavyweight champions.”
In addition, since Tyson was featured in the first film, the use of a similar tattoo is unlikely to be
coincidental.
In its defense, Warner Bros may attack the validity of the copyright or claim that it has altered
the image enough to avoid infringement. It may be more likely that Warner Bros will assert that
the use of the tattoo is legal under the rules regarding fair use or parody.
This will clearly be an interesting case to watch as both parties have a lot at stake.
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