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Former top FBI agent charged with alleged child
porn distribution
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CNN on May 15, 2012 released the
following:
By Bill Mears
“(CNN) — A former supervisory FBI
agent has been arrested and jailed on child
pornography charges.
Donald Sachtleben was taken into
custody and charged Monday after a
nationwide undercover investigation of
illegal child porn images traded over the
Internet.
The 54-year-old resident of Carmel,
Indiana, has pleaded not guilty and has a
detention hearing in federal court
Wednesday.
A federal complaint alleges 30 graphic
images and video were found on
Sachtleben’s laptop computer late last
week when FBI agents searched his home,
about 23 miles north of Indianapolis.
The arrest was a result a months-long
probe, said the U.S. attorney for the
Southern District of Indiana, Joseph
Hogsett.
“The mission of our Project Safe
Childhood initiative is to investigate and
prosecute anyone found to (be) engaged in
the sexual exploitation of children,”
Hogsett said in a news release. “No matter
who you are, you will be brought to
justice if you are found guilty of such
criminal behavior.”
Sachtleben is currently an Oklahoma
State University visiting professor,
according to his online resume. He is
director of training at the school’s Center
for Improvised Explosives, but all
references to his work have now been
removed from the university’s website.
There was no indication from the school

as to whether it had suspended him. Calls
to the university and his Indianapolis
attorneys were not immediately returned.
He had been an FBI special agent from
1983 to 2008, serving as a bomb
technician. He worked on the Oklahoma
City bombing and Unabomber
investigations, according to his university
biography.
A separate LinkedIn profile filled out by
Sachtleben says he is an “accomplished
investigator with more than 25 years of
experience in FBI major case
management, counter terrorism
investigations, bombing prevention, post
blast investigations and public speaking.”
According to the criminal complaint, a
federal-state joint task force had been
investigating an Illinois man allegedly
trading child porn images as far back as
September 2010. That suspect was
arrested in January, and a search of his
computer reportedly led to Sachtleben,
who was using the e-mail name
pedodave69.
According to the affidavit, an e-mail from
that account was sent to the Illinois
suspect last fall, along with nine images of
child porn. “Saw your profile on (a file
sharing network). Hope you like these and
can send me some of ours (sic). I have
even better ones if you like.” Prosecutors
say Sachtleben sent that e-mail.
Sachtleben’s wife was interviewed by
agents during the execution of the search
warrant and denied any involvement with
child porn. She was not taken into
custody.
FBI officials in Washington had no
comment on the arrest.
If convicted, Sachtleben would face up to
20 years in prison on the charge of
distribution of child porn, and an
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Loretta Fergerson and her sister, Tracey
Fergerson, both of Montgomery, Ala.,
were each sentenced to 115 months prison
for their involvement in a conspiracy to
file claims for false income tax refunds

using stolen identities, the Justice
Department and Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) announced today. U.S. District
Judge Mark Fuller ordered the Fergerson
sisters to pay $504,305 in restitution to the
IRS.

additional 10 years for possession.
The Justice Department’s Project Safe
Childhood initiative was launched in
2006, leading to what federal officials call
a more than 40% increase in the number
of cases investigated. The project’s
website says 2,700 indictments were filed
last year alone.
The case is U.S. v. Sachtleben (1:12-mj316).”
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To find additional federal criminal news,
please read Federal Criminal Defense
Daily.
Douglas McNabb and other members of
the U.S. law firm practice and write and/
or report extensively on matters involving
Federal Criminal Defense, INTERPOL
Red Notice Removal, International
Extradition Defense, OFAC SDN
Sanctions Removal, International
Criminal Court Defense, and US Seizure
of Non-Resident, Foreign-Owned Assets.
Because we have experience dealing with
INTERPOL, our firm understands the
inter-relationship that INTERPOL’s “Red
Notice” brings to this equation.
The author of this blog is Douglas C.
McNabb. Please feel free to contact him
directly at
mcnabb@mcnabbassociates.com or at one
of the offices listed above.
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CBS News on May 16, 2012 released the
following:
“(AP) GREENSBORO, N.C. — John
Edwards’ defense team rested Wednesday
without calling the two-time Democratic
presidential candidate or his one-time
mistress to the witness stand, a sign of
confidence after presenting little more
than two days of testimony and evidence.
The defense had called a series of
witnesses aimed at shifting the jury’s
focus from the lurid details of a political
sex scandal to the legal question of
whether the Edwards’ actions violated
federal campaign finance laws.
Prosecutors spent nearly three weeks
trying to convince a jury that Edwards
masterminded a conspiracy to use nearly
$1 million secretly provided by two
wealthy donors to help hide his pregnant
mistress, Rielle Hunter, as he sought the
White House in 2008.
Many people watching the case believed
Edwards would testify so the jury could
hear directly from the former U.S. senator
and trial lawyer, who had a reputation for
his ability to sway jurors. But putting
Edwards on the stand was also a gamble:
It would have exposed him to withering
cross-examination about his past lies and
personal failings.
Most experts were convinced calling
Hunter to testify would have dredged up
more negatives and lies. The defense also
elected not to question Edwards’ oldest
daughter, Cate, who has sat behind
Edwards nearly every day of the trial and
could have helped humanize him.
At one point during the trial, she ran out
of the courtroom in tears during testimony
about her cancer-stricken mother
confronting her father about his
extramarital affair.
The judge told jurors that no more
witnesses would be called. It’s unclear
exactly when closing arguments would
start, but most likely Thursday.
Edwards is charged with six criminal
counts including conspiracy to violate the
Federal Election Campaign Act, accepting
contributions that exceeded campaign
finance limits, and causing his campaign
to file a false financial disclosure report.
He faces up to 30 years in prison and $1.5
million in fines if convicted of all charges.
Edwards has sat quietly at the defense
table throughout his trial, whispering with
his lawyers and rarely showing reaction to
the often emotional testimony from

witnesses who were once among his
strongest supporters and closest friends.
He has made no public statements since
October, following a pre-trial hearing
where a judge refused to throw out the
criminal case against him.
“After all these years, I finally get my day
in court and people get to hear my side of
this, and what actually happened,”
Edwards said last year on the steps of the
federal courthouse in Greensboro. “And
what I know with complete and absolute
certainty is I didn’t violate campaign laws
and I never for a second believed I was
violating campaign laws.”
At the trial, prosecutors have shown two
members of Edwards’ inner circle,
campaign finance chairman Fred Baron
and once-close aide Andrew Young,
engaged in a yearlong cover-up to hide the
married presidential candidate’s mistress
from the media. Young, who is married,
falsely claimed paternity of his boss’ baby
and received $725,000 in secret checks
from an elderly heiress, using some of the
money to care for Hunter.
Baron, a wealthy Texas lawyer, provided
Young and Hunter with more than
$400,000 in cash, luxury hotels, private
jets and a $20,000-a-month rental mansion
in Santa Barbara, Calif.
Prosecutors have introduced phone
records, voicemails and other evidence
showing Edwards was in frequent contact
with Baron, Young and Hunter, all while
his mistress was in hiding. Former
members of Edwards’ campaign also
testified that Baron spoke of “moving
Hunter around” in the candidate’s
presence and that Edwards told his
speechwriter he knew “all along” what
Baron was up to.
However, in 14 days of testimony, no
witness ever said Edwards knew he was
violating campaign finance laws, a key
element of criminal intent the government
must prove to win a conviction.
The defense also undercut the credibility
of Young, whom bank records showed
siphoned off most of the money from
Mellon to build his expansive $1.6 million
dream house. Baron wired another
$325,000 to the company building
Young’s house.
Jurors were also read a stipulation about a
sex tape the Youngs had, purportedly
showing Edwards and a pregnant Hunter.
Jurors were told Andrew Young
considered selling the tape, and during his
last personal encounter with Edwards on a
rural North Carolina road, he told
Edwards he had the tape.

The tape had only briefly been mentioned
during the trial until Wednesday.
Before his indictment, Edwards rejected a
potential plea agreement with federal
prosecutors that would have allowed him
to serve as little as six months and keep
his law license.
A graduate of the University of North
Carolina law school, John Edwards made
his fortune handling medical malpractice
and corporate negligence cases before
turning to politics following the death of
his 16-year-old son Wade in a 1996 auto
accident. Edwards was elected to the U.S.
Senate in 1998 and was John Kerry’s
running mate in 2004.
Edwards’ wife, Elizabeth, died of cancer
in December 2010. He is now a single
parent of two school-aged children, ages
13 and 11, who live with their father at the
family’s gated estate outside Chapel Hill.
Edwards’ 30-year-old daughter Cate is a
lawyer who married last year.
After years of denials, Edwards admitted
fathering his Hunter’s baby in January
2010, shortly after agreeing to pay child
support. The girl, now 4, lives with her
mother in Charlotte.”
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Colorado-Based QEP Field
Services Agrees to Pay $4
Million and Install Pollution
Controls to Resolve Alleged
Violations of the Clean Air Act
(USDOJ: Justice News)
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The Department of Justice and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
today announced a settlement with QEP
Field Services Co. (QEPFS), formerly
Questar Gas Management Co., to resolve
alleged violations of the Clean Air Act at
five natural gas compressor stations on the
Uintah and Ouray Reservation in
Northeastern Utah.
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