Backyard Fun: Rented Play Rides Need To Be Set Up Properly To Protect Children

Posted by Jonathan Rosenfeld on May 31, 2011 
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A reminder of the dangers posed to children by  made headlines in Chicago when eight children were sent to the hospital for various types of injuries they sustained when an inflatable slide tipped over while the children were upon it. 

According to Chicago Sun Times reports, the inflatable slide was rented from a carnival equipment rental company for an end-of-the-year party at Robinson School in Lyons, IL. When the slide tipped over, many of the children where thrown into the asphalt surface resulted in cuts and bruises that required medical treatment at local hospitals.

Backyard Play Safety
Now that the backyard play season is upon us, it important to remember to conduct a review of all play equipment (swing sets, trampolines, bouncies) prior to allowing children to use it.  

Of course its tempting to allow children access to both backyard play-sets and rented equipment, but an initial safety inspection can help reduce the chance of children sustaining serious injuries--needlessly.  

An inspection of all children's play equipment should include:

· Careful inspection of all moving parts

· Review all screws and nuts to make sure they are secure

· Look at wooden structures to make sure there is no wood rot

· Inspect the area around the play equipment to make sure surfaces are not unreasonably dangerous-- or sharp edges

· For rented play equipment, make sure all usage instructions are reviews by person assembling

· Inspect all footings to make sure the devices is safely secured and stable

· Always supervise children on equipment

As parents, it is important to remember to take these basic steps to help ensure the safety of our kids while on play equipment and carnival rides.  Remember, when in doubt, always put aside the equipment until the problems has been remedied or corrected-- and contact the pros to do complex repairs.

