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The decrease in attendance for Los Angeles Dodgers games at Dodger Stadium from last
year's baseball season has been discussed, but how significant has the decrease been in
broader terms? We've conducted an analysis of attendance at this year's Dodgers home
games through August 8th's 5-3 loss to the Philadelphia Phillies, and the short answer is that
the Dodgers are on pace for their worst home attendance in over a decade by most, if not all,
measures. The change in the Dodgers' home attendance is also the worst of all Major League
Baseball teams this season, whether measured by the gross change in average attendance or
by the percentage change from last season. Interestingly, the team's June 27th bankruptcy
filing seems to have had little effect on home attendance. The charts below summarize our
findings.
Attendance Data for All MLB Teams (Courtesy of ESPN)
The charts below provide attendance data for all Major League Baseball teams. The data for
2010 is for the entire MLB season; the data for 2011 is for all games through August 8,
2011. Charts are organized by year-over-year performance. The first chart is ranked by the
change in gross average attendance at home games (worst to best). The second chart is
ranked by the percentage change in average attendance at home games (again, worst to
best). As the charts demonstrate, the Los Angeles Dodgers are drawing an average of 7,271
fewer attendees per home game versus 2010, which is over double the size of the secondlargest decrease in attendance (Tampa Bay's home attendance is down 3,035 people per
game). When measured as a percentage change, Tampa Bay's decrease is closer to the
Dodgers change, but note that the capacity of Tampa Bay's stadium decreased from 2010 to
2011.

Gross Change in Average Attendance: 2010 vs. 2011
(Click to View Larger Chart)

Percentage Change in Average Attendance - 2010 vs. 2011
(Click to View Larger Chart)

Dodgers Home Attendance Compared to Last Season
Diving more deeply into the decrease in the Dodgers' home attendance figures between this
season and last, we next looked at the cumulative moving average of home attendance over
2010 and 2011 for the same period (the first 60 home games of the season). As demonstrated
in the chart below, the decrease in the Dodgers' home attendance began very early in the
season and has largely stabilized.
Cumulative Moving Average: 2010 vs. 2011
(Click to View Larger Chart)

As the above chart suggests, the decline in the Dodgers' home attendance cannot be blamed
upon the June 27th bankruptcy filing by the team. But how has attendance been affected by the
filing, if at all? Average attendance for all home games since the bankruptcy filing has actually
increased by over 2,000 attendees. However, the Dodgers did have two sellouts after the
bankruptcy filing - July 4th and July 7th (the Dodgers gave away an Andre Either bobblehead to
the first 50,000 fans). The only other sellout this season was for the Dodgers home opener. If
those two post-bankruptcy sellouts are excluded, average attendance in the post-bankruptcy
period would be slightly lower than the average for the season pre-bankruptcy.

Dodgers Home Attendance: Pre-Bankruptcy vs. Post-Bankruptcy
(Click to View Larger Chart)

Dodgers Home Attendance Over the Last Ten Major League Seasons
Clearly, the Los Angeles Dodgers' home attendance this season has been markedly lower than
last season. However, how does this season's home attendance compare with the rest of the
last ten Dodgers' seasons (2002-2011)? The answer is that the Dodgers' home attendance is at
all-decade lows regardless of how it is measured:


First, we considered the Dodgers' gross average home attendance over this period and
found that it is nearly 2,000 attendees lower this year than any other of the previous nine
seasons (first chart below).



We then considered home attendance as a percentage of Dodger Stadium's
capacity. This season's 65.6% of capacity year-to-date is 3.4 percentage points lower
than any point in the past nine seasons (second chart below).



Finally, we looked at the Dodgers' home attendance performance versus every other
major league baseball team over the same period. To accomplish this, we ranked each
team's gross average attendance and percentage of capacity (which adjusts for stadium
size) for each season. A ranking of first means that the team had the highest gross
average attendance or highest percentage of capacity, as appropriate, for that
season. In other words, the lower the ranking, the better the team's performance.



As demonstrated by the last chart below, in the nine seasons prior to 2011, the
Dodgers never ranked worse than 5th and ranked in the top three teams in all of
Major League Baseball in highest gross average attendance in six of the nine
seasons. However, in 2011, the Dodgers currently rank 9th in that
measurement, despite having the largest seating capacity in MLB.



Measuring instead by percentage of capacity, the Dodgers ranked 9th or 10th in
eight of the nine seasons prior to 2011 (and 12th in the other earlier
season). However, this year the Dodgers only rank 15th.



Therefore, even when compared to other Major League Baseball franchises, the
Dodgers are clearly underperforming on attendance measurements this season.

Dodgers Average Home Attendance: 2002-2011
(Click to View Larger Chart)

Dodgers Home Attendance Measured by Percentage of Stadium Capacity: 2002-2011
(Click to View Larger Chart)

Dodgers Home Attendance Season Ranks vs. All Major League Baseball Teams: 2002-2011
(Click to View Larger Chart)

For more information regarding the Los Angeles Dodgers' bankruptcy cases, please see the
following earlier posts on our blog:


Los Angeles Dodgers File First Monthly Operating Report with the Bankruptcy Court,
Burned Through $34 Million in Cash in First Four Days for Operations



Bankruptcy Judge Kevin Gross (Delaware) Denies Final Approval of the Los Angeles
Dodgers' Proposed DIP Financing, Finds That it Fails to Meet Requirements of
Bankruptcy Code Section 364



Bankruptcy Judge Denies Dodgers' Discovery Requests to MLB



Read the Affidavit in Support of Debtors' Chapter 11 Petitions and First Day Motions
Filed By Los Angeles Dodgers LLC

