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The London
LondonAgreement
Agreement(the
(the“Agreement”)
"Agreement") will
will come
and will
will enable a reduction in the cost for
becauseitit will
will significantly
come into force on 1 May
May 2008 and
for obtaining
obtaining patents
patents in
in Europe
Europe because
significantly reduce
reduce
post-grant translation
translation costs
costs in
in Europe.
Europe.
Up to
to now, in most member states of the European
Patent Convention
Convention (EPC),
(EPC),the
thecomplete
completepatent
patent specification
specification of
of a granted European
Europeanpatent
patent has
hashad
hadto
tobe
betranslated
translated into
into one
one of
of the
Up
European Patent
official
of the
the state, otherwise the patent
void ab
ab initio.
initio.
official national
national languages
languages of
patent would
would be
be deemed
deemed void

Under the
the Agreement,
Agreement, which
which was
wasadopted
adoptedon
on17
17October
October2000,
2000,but
butonly
onlyrecently
recentlyratified
ratifiedby
bysufficient
sufficient member
memberstates
statesto
toenable
enableitit to
to come
come into
into force, several
states to
to the
Under
several contracting states
EuropeanPatent
PatentConvention
Conventionhave
haveagreed
agreedlargely
largelyororentirely
entirelyto
to waive
waive the
the requirement
requirement for
that at
European
for translations
translations of
of European
European patents into
into their
theirnational
nationallanguages.
languages. This
This means
means that
at least
least from
from 11
May
2008, European
Europeanpatent
patentproprietors
proprietorswill
will no longer
longer have
have to
to file
file translations
that are
have one
one of
of the
the three
May 2008,
translations of
of their
theirpatents
patentsininEPC
EPC member states that
are also
also party to
to the
theLondon
London Agreement
Agreement and have
official
(English, French
French or
or German)
German) as
asan
anofficial
official language.
language. In
In countries
countries that
that do
officiallanguages
languages of
of the
theEuropean
European Patent
PatentOffice
Office(EPO)
(EPO) (English,
do not
not have
have one
one of
of the
theofficial
officiallanguages
languagesofofthe
theEPO
EPO as
as an
an
official
by that
that state
state for that
official language,
language, patentees will only
only be required to
to submit
submit aa full
full translation
translationof
ofthe
thepatent
patentinto
intoone
oneofofthe
theEPO
EPO official
officiallanguages
languages designated
designated by
that purpose.
purpose. A translation of
the claims into one of the official
officiallanguages
languages of the member state may
may still be required.
required.
The Agreement
Agreement will
will apply to European
patents in
in respect
respect of
of which
which the
the mention of grant is published in the European
Patent Bulletin
Bulletin after the
entered into
into force.
European patents
European Patent
the Agreement
Agreement has
has entered
force.
So
far, Denmark, Germany,
Germany, Iceland, Latvia,
So far,
Latvia, Monaco,
Monaco, Slovenia, Switzerland, the
the Netherlands,
Netherlands, Sweden,
Sweden, the
the United
UnitedKingdom
Kingdom and
and France
France have approved the London Agreement. Further
contracting states are expected to follow
follow in
indue
due course.
course.

In case
caseof
ofdispute,
dispute,at
atthe
the request
requestof
ofan
analleged
allegedinfringer
infringerororthe
thecompetent
competentcourt,
court,the
theproprietor
proprietorwill
will have
have to
to supply
supply aa full translation of the
the patent
patent into
into an
an official
officiallanguage
language of the state
concerned, prepared at the proprietor's
Agreement will
will in
proprietor’sown
ownexpense.
expense. ItIt has
has yet
yet to
to be
be seen
seen whether the
the London
London Agreement
in fact
fact reduce
reduce the
thetotal
totalcosts
costsassociated
associated with
withthe
theEuropean
European patent
patent system
system
or whether itit will
willbe
bebeneficial
beneficialininthe
thelong
longrun
runfor
forEuropean
Europeanindustry
industryas
as aa whole.
whole.
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more information,
information, please
one of
of the attorneys
For more
please contact one
Levin attorney
attorney who
who ordinarily
ordinarily
listed below or the Mintz Levin
handles your
your legal
legal affairs.
affairs.
handles
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This website
website may
may constitute
constitute attorney advertising. Prior results do
do not guarantee
guarantee aa similar
similar outcome.
outcome. Any
Anycorrespondence
correspondencewith
withthis
thiswebsite
websitedoes
doesnot
notconstitute
constituteaaclient/attorney
client/attorney relationship. Neither the
the content
content on
on this
this web
web site
site
nor transmissions
between you
you and
and Mintz
Mintz Levin
LevinCohn
CohnFerris
FerrisGlovsky
Glovskyand
andPopeo
Popeo
through
web
site
intended
providelegal
legalororother
otheradvice
adviceorortotocreate
createan
anattorney-client
attorney-client relationship.
transmissions between
PCPC
through
thisthis
web
site
areare
intended
toto
provide
relationship. Images
Images or photography
appearing on
on this website may not be actual
with Mintz
actual attorneys
attorneys or
orimages
images associated
associated with
Mintz Levin.
Levin.

