Bus, Truck, & Taxicab Accidents

Common carriers include buses, trucks, and taxicabs." Common carriers serve upon
reasonable demand by all who seek their services; are held to a high standard of care for the
persons and properties entrusted to them; and are limited to incidental damages for breach of
duty.?

Liability is a big issue for buses, trucks, and taxicabs when collisions occur. Since bus
companies, truck companies, and taxicab companies are aware of this, companies quickly
respond when automobile accidents occur. In contrast, an individual or individuals involved in
an automobile accident, especially one injured, will not take immediate action to respond to such
issues as liability. The cause of accidents range from reckless driving to drunk driving, rollover
accidents to tire blowouts or inadequate maintenance of automobiles, and pedestrians being hit or
run over by automobiles.

Many states require by law that common carriers be inspected annually to protect people
from hazards of operating poorly maintained vehicles.? Carriers of passengers are liable for
injuries suffered by passengers as a result of the carrier’s negligence, but are not an insurer of its
passengers’ safety.” This means that a common carrier is required to act with the utmost care,
diligence, and skill to protect its passengers.”

In 1995, the lowa Supreme Court considered whether a school bus owed additional duties
to a child injured when he was struck by a car after safely descending the bus.® The court
declined to extend the duty to ensure extra safety of children descending the school bus, stating
that the bus company had no duty beyond that owed by a common carrier to protect children
from dangers that may reasonably and naturally be anticipated.” In other words, once a passenger
safely exits the vehicle, the passenger is better able to guard against any danger of moving

vehicles rather than the driver of the vehicle the passenger exited.”
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Furthermore, unless a common carrier is negligent, the driver is not responsible to
passengers for injuries due to natural causes or causes beyond the driver’s control.” In some
jurisdictions, carriers may limit their liability for negligence in exchange for providing a free
pass or reduced fare.'

What the following news articles will reflect is that there are various causes for common
carrier automobile accidents, ranging from an intersection collision,* a distracted truck driver,*?
an illegal U-turn,"® a medical condition resulting in a school bus driver fainting,* and winter

weather conditions.*®

Truck Accident in Illinois Traps Two under SUV
On April 21, 2010, a truck accident trapped two pedestrians under an SUV in DuPage
County after the semi trailer truck collided with the SUV, twenty miles west of Chicago.®

The 18-wheeler truck belonged to Jewel Food Corporation based in Itasca, Illinois, but

the truck driver was not identified.'’
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The truck entered the intersection of Roosevelt Road and Main Street, colliding with a
Hyundai Santa Fe SUV traveling north on Main Street.'® The SUV was driven by an unidentified
18-year-old.'® The impact of the truck forced the SUV off its wheels and it rolled over on
sidewalk.?’ The truck driver did not sustain any injuries.?* The driver of the SUV was trapped in
his vehicle after the accident and was removed by firefighters within twenty minutes; he suffered
minor injuries.?> The SUV fell on two pedestrians who were walking by at the time.? Though
seven people were involved in the rescue of husband and wife caught under the SUV, the woman

sustained fatal injuries.”*

Three Killed in Illinois Truck Accident
Three people were killed on May 31, 2010 in a truck accident in Coles County, Illinois
where a truck driver may have been distracted driving on Interstate 57 through a construction

zone.?®

The interstate was going down to one lane, and several vehicles in front of a semi-trailer
truck were attempting to merge into the single lane.?® The truck driver reportedly became
distracted as he drove up to slower moving vehicles, and did not reduce his speed.?” The truck

driver collided with the first vehicle, a Trailblazer, which set off a chain reaction accident that
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involved nine vehicles.?® The truck driver had minor injuries and had blood and urine samples
drawn, though officials did not believe drugs or alcohol were factors in the deadly truck
accident.”

One vehicle was an SUV with four passengers, which had almost reached its destination
when the truck accident occurred.®® After being rear-ended by the semi-trailer truck, the SUV
went off the road into the center grassy median and burst into flames.** Three of the four
passengers suffered fatal injuries and were already deceased when local emergency teams arrived
to the scene of the accident.*” The driver of the SUV survived and was treated at the Memorial

Medical Center in Springfield in the burn unit.*

Deadly Crash at New York Bus Stop

The Wall Street Journal reported that one man was killed and six other people were
injured in August of 2010 when a taxicab crashed into a crowded Bronx (New York) bus stop
while trying to avoid colliding with a van making an illegal U-turn.* The collision destroyed the
bus shelter where at least six people waited for a Metropolitan Transit Authority Bus. Several
victims were pinned under the taxi and injured by debris.*®

The taxicab driver was not charged with any crime, said police and a spokesman for the
Taxi and Limousine Commission said the driver was in good standing.® The driver worked for
First Class Dispatch for five years and had a clean driving record.®’ The driver that made the
illegal U-turn was identified and investigated.*®
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Driver Dies after Illinois School Bus Crash

The twenty-three students aboard a school bus left the vehicle with only bumps and
bruises after the school bus landed in a ditch on U.S. 40.* “Brace yourself. Brace yourself,”
were the words of Fay Pickering, the veteran school bus driver for more than twenty years, as the
school made a turn for the worse.*° Pickering passed out and was later pronounced dead.** The
death appeared to be cardiac-related, according to an autopsy by Union Hospital, Vigo County
Coroner Dr. Roland Kohr.** Clark County officials stated that the accident was the result of a
medical complication.®

A bus surveillance video showed that the bus was not speeding and Pickering put on the
brakes lightly, even though her strength was likely fading at the time.** The accident occurred
one-half mile east of Marshall, Illinois.*”® The bus ran off the road into a ditch, but remained
upright, according to the Clark County Sheriff’s Department.46

The students ranged from elementary school students to high school students.*’

Motorist Killed in Marine, Illinois Semi-Truck Accident
In Madison County, Illinois, an accident occurred in “white out” conditions.*® The 50-

year-old driver of a 2004 Hyundai crossed over the center line into northbound traffic while
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traveling southbound on Route 4.*° The driver collided head-on with an 18-wheeler that was
driving northbound at the time.*® The Hyundai driver did not survive the collision and the tractor
trailer driver was reported uninjured.®® It was unknown at the time why the Hyundai driver
crossed over the center line into oncoming traffic.>

The collision triggered a second accident when a pickup truck and SUV crashed head-on
into each other while trying to avoid the first accident.>® The weather was probably a factor in
these accidents.> The roads were reported to be covered with snow, with heavy winds and

blowing snow contributing to unsafe driving conditions.*®
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