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In anticipation of the new auction of 123 FM channels scheduled for March 2012 
(about which we wrote here) the FCC has frozen the filing of FM applications and 
rulemaking requests which seek changes in the frequencies of any of the channels 
proposed for inclusion in the auction or which otherwise fail to protect the reference 
coordinates for these channels. This is not a blanket freeze of all FM filings, but 
instead simply is meant to protect the channels that are included in the auction so that 
interested applicants can begin the search for transmitter sites and otherwise evaluate 
the prospects for these channels in a stable environment. 
 
While the procedural dates for this auction (including the dates by which applications 
must be submitted) have not been finalized, we anticipate that these dates will be set 
soon, and that initial short-form applications specifying the channels in which each 
applicant is interested, will be due early in 2012. So if you are interested in the 
possibility of building a new FM station, check out the tentative list of new allotments 
here to see what is available, and start making your plans to participate. 
 
This advisory is a publication of Davis Wright Tremaine LLP. Our purpose in publishing this advisory is to inform our clients and friends of recent legal 
developments. It is not intended, nor should it be used, as a substitute for specific legal advice as legal counsel may only be given in response to 
inquiries regarding particular situations. 

http://www.broadcastlawblog.com/�
http://www.dwt.com/�
http://www.broadcastlawblog.com/2011/10/articles/fm-radio/limited-freeze-on-fm-applications-in-anticipation-of-upcoming-auction-for-new-radio-stations/�
http://www.broadcastlawblog.com/2011/10/articles/fm-radio/limited-freeze-on-fm-applications-in-anticipation-of-upcoming-auction-for-new-radio-stations/�
http://www.dwt.com/lawdir/attorneys/OxenfordDavid.cfm�
http://www.broadcastlawblog.com/2011/09/articles/fm-radio/auction-for-new-fm-stations-scheduled-for-march-look-for-filing-deadline-late-this-year-fcc-also-proposes-deletion-of-channels-for-which-no-bids-were-received/�
http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2011/db1024/DA-11-1770A1.pdf�
http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2011/db0912/DA-11-1513A2.pdf�

	Limited Freeze on FM Applications in Anticipation of Upcoming Auction for New Radio Stations

