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In Arizona there are several subsets of theft. One of the most common types of theft (found in Arizona 

Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 13-1802(A)(1)), requires the state to prove that someone controlled the 

property of another with the intent of depriving an individual of that property. 

However, conversion works differently in Arizona. The main statute controlling the act of conversion is 

A.R.S. 13-1802(A)(2). Conversion requires the state to prove that someone knowingly used services or 

property of another for something other than what they were authorized to use it for. Therefore, if 

goods are placed in the hands of another for a specific purpose, and that person uses it for something 

unauthorized, then the crime of conversion can be pursued. Unlike traditional theft, Arizona removes 

the issue of “intent to deprive” from the statute, thereby easing the state’s burden of proof. 

Theft crimes are taken very seriously in Arizona courts. As a result, it is important to consult with an 

experienced Arizona criminal defense attorney who can explain your options and rights if you think that 

you may be charged with theft by conversion. This type of theft charge usually requires intricate legal 

work to ensure a proper defense in court. Therefore, you should consider retaining an attorney with in-

depth knowledge of Phoenix white collar crime. 

### 

Jeremy Geigle is a criminal defense attorney and shareholder at JacksonWhite.  He has been practicing 

over 8 years and has handled thousands of felony and misdemeanor counts.  He works in both adult and 

juvenile court handling DUIs, aggravated felonies and sex crimes in Arizona.  He works in Federal, State 

and local jurisdictions including Phoenix, Mesa, Gilbert, Chandler, Scottsdale, Glendale, Tempe and 

Peoria.  Mr. Geigle is a 5-Star-Client-Rated Attorney on Avvo. To read more about what former clients 

are saying about hiring Mr. Geigle or to set up a free consultation, please visit 

www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-defense-law.  

 

Founded in 1983, JacksonWhite P.C. offers a full -range of services to assist individuals, families and 

businesses with their legal needs. Since its inception, the Mesa firm has grown steadily to include 22 

highly experienced attorneys and over 40 paralegals, legal assistants and staff. At this size, the firm is 

large enough to offer the efficiency and technical expertise of larger firms, yet small enough to provide 

clients with individualized, personalized attention. JacksonWhite has multiple offices around the state of 

Arizona including Mesa, Casa Grande and Peoria locations. For more information on a specific attorney 

or an area of practice, please visit www.jacksonwhitelaw.com, or www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-

defense-law.  


