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the light microscope. Incidentally, it seemed that a particle with sharp angles, such as a
quartz particle, could easily pierce the layer, It was limited on both the air-spac side apd
the connective tissue side by an G3mium-.staiming cell membrane; a basaj Mmembrane was nat,.
found. The partition berween the blood and the air space coasisted of seven layers, Ia plac';';
where tbe capillaries were oot in immediate apposition to the aiveolar wall the cellular tissue
space was {illed with coanective tissue ({brils, lattice threads, elastic|fibers| and gbnoective
tissue cells, Va ious cells, detached from the alveolar walls, aod septatzells werTe found,
but a‘_‘,_dcfinite decision could not be reached on their origia. -- Coud, {rom Bull. Hyg.

Silico:'i,..'-. 11. Effect of Sex Hormones og the Amount oLSiIicoﬁ Excreted'into Uri.neﬂ. _
M. Anme. Nagasaki Igakkai Zasst 31, 381-38% {19567, N

MR

Urinary excretion of silicon before and after cas’t:’r_a't{c_n' was investigated, [n the
case of male rabbits silicon increased after castration while ia'the case of females it da.
creased, Silicon returned to the normal level after the administration of male hormone or -

follicular hormone. Corpus lutewn hormone showed oo effect, . «=- Chem. Absts.
Y : . _

Silicosis, .12, Influence of Thyroid Hormoune on the Amount of Silicon Exc.re".t:‘d'fin the‘

Urine ot Rabbits, R, Kakita, Nagasax: lgakkar Zassu: 31, 438-335 (1956),

Thyroidectomy increased the urinary excretion of silicon by 2 to 3 times, agd
silicon returned to normal level after the administration of thyroid kormonge, Injection of
methylthiouracil to normal rabbits increased silicon slightly. Diiodotyrosine and anterior
bypophyseal hormone showed no effect. - -~ Ghem. Abasta,

The Neutralization of Silica Toxicity im Vitro, J. Marks.
Brit. J, [od. Med. 14, 81-84 (Apr. 1957).

Phagocytic cells were protected in vitro against the toxic effect of [silica dustl by
compound 48/80, a bistamioe-releasing agent (ormed from p-met.hoxy-phcu.y‘emyl-methyia-
mine, The health of t.he was studied by direct microscopy and by measurement of their
glucose consumption and dehydrogenase activity, The mwode of action of compound 48/80 {a
oot knowa but may depend on a reductidn in silica solubility. A slight protective action was
also exhibited by certaia alkylmono-amines and polymyxin B. . -- Author's summary

PP 3 LT -

Pulmonary Fibrosis and Giant-Cell Reaction with Altered Elastic Ti‘ssue. Endogenous
"Prneumoconioms’, R. L, Wallord and L. Kaplaa. Arch, Fathot, 63, 75-30 (Jam, 1957},

- The clinicopathologic findicgs in 12 autopsied cases 8f a peculiar pulmoanary
elastica disease are presented and discussed. It is conciuded that injured pulmonary elastic
tissue may act as a foreign body or sequestrum and produce a pProgresaive "poeurnoconiosis',

== Cond. {rom authors' sumImary

Asbestosis with Pleural Caleification among Insulation Workers, J, Frest, J. Georg, and

P, F. Moller, Danish Med, Bull. 3y 202-204 ({Nov, 1956},

In Denmark only a few Persons maaipulate insulation preducts inciuding asbestos,
kieselguhr, magoesia, glass wool, aad rock wosl, The first two have been regarded as
fibrogenic to the lungs when their dust is iohaled. In order to ascertain any occupational
risk in the work 31 workers with more than 20 years' exposure, ol 52 years average age,
were carefully examined clicically and by|x-ray. Abnormalilies wera found in the Surpris-
ing number of 22. A total of nine exhibited fice mottling iodicative of pulmonary asheatosis.
I 19 patients pleural changes were seen, which were due to adhesions and extensive thicken-
ing with calcification. The abaormalities in the pleura were so widespread in some instances
33 to obliterate other pathological changes, The calcification is unusual and may be ascribed
to combined exposure to calcium and magnesium in the presence of fibrogenic asbestos duat,
Sample anaiyses of the kieselguhr in use did aot reveal the Presence of aipha.quartz, The
finding of pronounced bilateral plaural changes in the present series definitely points to an
occupational origia. -« Cond. {rom Bull, Hyg.
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