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Introduction 

In view of the significant infrastructure works that are proposed to be undertaken in the State of Qatar 
in the lead up to the FIFA World Cup in 2022, engineering firms from around the world are establishing 
operations in the State and otherwise looking to secure contracts for work.  Set forth below are some key 
questions and answers regarding the conduct of engineering activities in Qatar and the legislative scheme 
under which they are regulated.
 
Patton Boggs represents many of the largest employers, owners, developers, contractors, architects and 
engineers throughout the world, and particularly in the Arabian Gulf region, on major procurement, 
transactional and related finance matters.  With regard to Qatar specifically, our professionals have, for 
nearly two decades, served as attorney-advisers to various Qatari Government entities, major Qatari 
companies and foreign organizations doing business in Qatar.  In 2003, Patton Boggs became one of the 
first international law firms licensed to operate in Qatar when H.H. the Emir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-
Thani, invited the firm to open an office in Doha.

Can Anyone Carry on Engineering Activities in Qatar?
 
No. The conduct of engineering activities is rigorously regulated in the State of Qatar. Under Law No. 19 
of the Year 2005 Organizing the Exercise of Engineering Professions (the Engineering Law), each individual 
performing engineering works in Qatar and each firm performing engineering works in Qatar must be 
registered on the applicable register held with the Urban Planning and Development Authority (the 
Authority). Firms may register as either an “International Engineering Consultancy” or a “Local Engineering 
Consultancy,” provided that they meet the respective criteria. The detailed requirements for registration are 
set out in the executive regulations to the Engineering Law, issued by the Authority’s board under Decision 
No. 1 of the Year 2006 (the Executive Regulations).
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What are the Key Conditions for Registration of an Individual Engineer?
 
Article 5 of the Engineering Law sets forth the conditions for registration of an engineer, in the Qatari 
Register of Engineers. The conditions include, among other things, the requirement that he or she be 
Qatari or otherwise resident in the State of Qatar, and that he or she hold a Bachelor of Engineering or 
equivalent qualification from one of the recognized universities or institutes. Depending on his or her 
area of specialization, additional qualifications and experience is required, along with “good standing” 
requirements that demand the applicant be known for “commendable conduct and good name,” and have 
not  been convicted of a felony or imprisoned for a crime relating to honor or integrity (unless his record 
has been cleared and legal status restored).
 
The documentary requirements for an application for registration with the Qatari Register of Engineers are 
significant, and the application process to the Accreditation Committee may be protracted. A thorough 
vetting of the application by someone familiar with the application process is recommended, prior to its 
submission.
 
What are the Key Conditions for Registration of a Local Engineering Consultancy?
 
Article 5 of the Engineering Law also sets out the conditions for registration of an engineering office in the 
Register of Local Engineering Consultancy Offices. Key among these is the requirement that the office be at 
least 51 percent-owned by a Qatari natural or legal person, thereby requiring a foreign engineering firm to 
partner with a local person or company, in order to fulfill the requirements of this category of engineering 
outfit.
 
In addition, the engineers employed by a Local Engineering Consultancy must be among those registered in 
the Register of Engineers and must have experience as specified in the Executive Regulations.

The Local Engineering Consultancy Office must also indicate under which technical specialization (and sub-
classifications) it desires to be registered, and is prohibited from practice in a specialization area in which it 
is not registered.
 



ONE WORLD. INFINITE POSSIBILITIES.

Page 3 of 5

What are the Key Conditions for Registration of an International Engineering 
Consultancy?
 
Article 5 of the Engineering Law stipulates, among other things, that in order to register in the Register 
of International Engineering Consultancy Offices, the office must be a branch of a main office abroad that 
has been licensed to pursue the profession for at least 10 years, and which has consistently worked in the 
profession of engineering consultancy during that period. The Executive Regulations further stipulate that 
an application to register an International Engineering Consultancy must, among other things, include 
certified copies of at least 4 licenses for branch offices of the main office, which must be located in at least 
4 states other than the main office’s home country. This type of engineering outfit is accordingly designed 
to suit firms already operating on a global or regional basis, and not smaller, start-up operations.
 
The applicant office must also submit certain undertakings, under which it agrees to bear responsibility for 
the obligations of the International Engineering Consultancy Office in the State of Qatar.
 
As with Local Engineering Consultancy Offices, the engineers of International Consultancy Offices must be 
registered to practice in the State, and the Consultancy Office must be approved to operate in specific areas 
of technical specialization, outside of which it cannot operate.
 
What are the Areas of Technical Specialization for Which an Office may Register?
 
The Executive Regulations set forth 9 different areas of technical specialization in which the engineering 
professions – whether through Local or International Engineering Consultancy Offices – may operate within 
the State of Qatar. The areas of technical specialization are civil engineering; architectural engineering; 
mechanical engineering; electrical and electronic engineering; chemical, petroleum and gas engineering; 
quantity calculation and cost estimation; project management; industrial engineering; and security and 
safety engineering. It is worth noting that certain sub-classifications apply to many of these categories of 
specialization, so that, for example, civil engineering is comprised of 8 different sub-specializations ranging 
from “construction engineering” and “roads and traffic engineering,” through to “airport and harbor 
engineering” and “survey engineering”.

For How Long may a Local or International Engineering Consultancy Operate in the 
State?

Registration on one of the engineering registers held with the Authority is for a period of 2 years in each 
instance, and registrations are to be renewed within 30 days of their expiry. Pursuant to Article 11 of the 
Engineering Law, failure to renew a registration within 30 days of a registration expiry “warning notice” 
triggers the deletion of the relevant name from the register. Renewal of a registration is generally subject to 
meeting the documentary and other requirements of the original registration application.
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Is it Acceptable to Carry on Engineering Works in Conjunction with Other Activities 
in Qatar?
 
No. Owners of, partners in and engineers working in, Engineering Consultancy Offices in Qatar are 
prohibited from carrying out contracting works, trading in building materials or other materials connected 
with the execution of projects, irrespective of the size or type thereof, or any other profession that is 
contrary to their profession, nor can they endeavor to secure projects through means that are contrary 
to the code of ethics or practices of the profession. Owners of, partners in and engineers working in, 
Engineering Consultancy Offices are also prohibited to work in any ministry, other Government body, public 
establishments or corporations. This means that, among other things, foreign engineering firms who intend 
to partner with a local Qatari person or company in a Local Engineering Consultancy Office must carefully 
assess the businesses of, and positions held by, their proposed Qatari partner, so as not to contravene this 
requirement.

Are There Any Exemptions to the Engineering License Requirement?
 
Yes. The Engineering Law permits the licensing of non-Qatari’s to exercise the engineering profession in 
certain distinct technical specializations that are not available in the State of Qatar or which are necessary 
for the technical experience and development purposes of professionals in the State.
 
In addition, branch offices –  which are established in Qatar on the basis of a contract deemed to be of 
public service or utility and which are subject to approval in the form of a Ministerial Resolution obtained 
from the Qatari Ministry of Business and Trade – may be exempted from Engineering Consultancy Office 
registration with the Authority. The exemption is traditionally in the form of a no objection letter issued by 
the Engineering Committee at the Authority, however current practice dictates that no formal exemption 
letter is required to be issued.  Matters of ministerial practice such as this should, however, be checked 
upon regularly as they may change from time to time without public notification.

What Should I Know About the Engineering Office Registration Process?

It is strongly recommended that foreign firms contemplating engineering office registration in Qatar 
obtain local advice and assistance in relation to their registration application. As mentioned above, the 
registration process can be protracted, and the associated documentary requirements are considered 
substantial. As such, it is advisable to liaise closely with senior representatives within the Authority 
throughout the application process. Patton Boggs is pleased to assist clients seeking Engineering Office 
registration.
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For more information on this subject, please contact one of the Patton Boggs 
attorneys listed below:

Sonia M. Barber
Partner
Telephone: 
+974 4453 2500 (Doha)
+61 (0)488 387 350 (Australia)
sbarber@pattonboggs.com

Miranda Harris
International Consultant and Project Attorney
Telephone: 
+974 4453 2500 (Doha)
+61 (0)434 582 900 (Australia)
mharris@pattonboggs.com


