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Yazmin Maribel Bautista and Sadiq Jaffar Al-Saffar met six years ago in Arizona. They got 

pregnant and were married that same year and started a life together in Phoenix. That life 

together, including their daughter Fatima, was short-lived, and Al-Saffar left Fatima and her 

mother a mere two years after the marriage began. So began their child custody case. 

Al-Saffar left his family in Arizona for Bahrain, where he is originally from and his family still 

resides. He allegedly left Bautista and their daughter in Phoenix because he found new work and 

new, younger love in his home country. 

Surprisingly, his Arizona family followed Al-Saffar there out of desperation. Bautista had hopes 

of finding a career in Bahrain and giving her daughter the opportunity to have a consistent father 

in her life. Apparently, Al-Saffar also desires to be a part of Fatima's life and terrified Bautista 

when he filed for custody of their daughter upon their arrival to Bahrain. 

This is a tricky and scary child custody case because Bautista is on foreign soil and dealing with 

foreign laws. As such, she has been unable to take Fatima and return to Arizona due to a Bahrain 

judge's orders that she either stay there with her daughter or go home--alone. 

Like many mothers would do, Bautista has decided to stay with her daughter. That sacrifice has 

meant living in a country for nine months wherein her ex-husband's family and friends allegedly 

have made her feel like an outcast and where she has been forced to stay in homeless shelters. 

According to sources, the U.S. embassy near Bahrain is aware of this child custody case and 

working to help protect Bautista's and her daughter's rights as U.S. citizens. Arizona Senator 

John McCain is also reported to be involved in this case, trying to get the mother and daughter 

home to Phoenix. 

We will keep you posted as more details of this case become public. There are many more 

questions left to be addressed, including what custody agreements exist that were determined in 

the U.S. and how that custody status affects (or does not affect) the custody dispute in Bahrain. 



 

 

 

************************************************************* 

About The Law Offices Scott D Stewart  

At the Law Offices of Scott David Stewart we understand the challenges our clients face today, 

but we always are looking out for your future best interests. As your divorce lawyers, we work to 

obtain the best possible results for you and your family. Contact our Phoenix, Arizona, law office 

to schedule a consultation. 

Comprehensive Family Law Services 

We represent clients throughout the greater Phoenix area, including Glendale, Scottsdale, Mesa, 

Sun City, and Paradise Valley. We can assist you with these and other family law matters: 

• Divorce and the issues that accompany divorce, such as property division and alimony. 

• Domestic Violence and restraining orders 

• Child Custody and child support, including modification of orders, as well as 

enforcement of child support orders 

• Paternity / Establishment and establishing parental rights 

• Prenuptial and Postnuptial Agreements 
• Juvenile Rights in juvenile court and health matters involving young people 

• Adoption, including step-parent adoption 

• Military Divorce and how it differs from a non-military divorce. 

• Hidden Assets and property division 

• Child relocation and parental move-aways parental move-aways 

• Divorce, Foreclosure, and Real Estate Equity, and real estate equity 

 

Helping You Move Forward with Confidence 

Envisioning what life will look like after your divorce can guide the process when securing a 

divorce and property settlement agreement. Our experienced divorce attorneys will help you 

understand the issues and potential challenges you face. We work with a variety of experts to 

ensure that our clients receive the best advice. We use that information to develop an effective 

strategy to protect your interests and achieve your goals. 

 

 

 


