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Lois Goodman, 70-year-old professional tennis referee, was intending on working at the 2012 US Open 

in New York before she was arrested on August 21, the night before the tournament was set to begin. 

Goodman was charged with first-degree murder for bludgeoning her husband to death with a coffee 

mug. 

Goodman called the police on April 17, stating that she came home to find her husband dead in their 

bed, claiming that he had suffered a heart attack before falling down the stairs. However, autopsy 

results showed that he had “penetrating blunt force trauma,” indicating that he had been stabbed with 

a sharp object. 

It was only after the autopsy results surfaced did authorities go back to investigate the murder scene. 

Police found no signs of forced entry, but found a coffee mug in several pieces. 

Goodman’s attorneys argue that she is physically unable to commit such a crime, as the elderly woman 

has two hearing aids, a shoulder replacement, rheumatoid arthritis, and two full knee replacements. The 

defense is also complaining that the investigation of the crime scene was delayed and was therefore 

compromised. 

When you go to court for a crime as serious as murder, you will want an experienced criminal defense 

attorney on your side. While I don’t have enough information to know whether or not Lois Goodman did 

or did not kill her husband, I do think that her attorneys were right in questioning the prosecution’s 

evidence. 

Jeremy Geigle is a criminal defense attorney and shareholder at JacksonWhite.  He has been practicing  

over 8 years and has handled thousands of felony and misdemeanor counts.  He works in both adult and  

juvenile court handling DUIs, aggravated felonies and sex crimes in Arizona.  He works in Federal, State  

and local jurisdictions including Phoenix, Mesa, Gilbert, Chandler, Scottsdale, Glendale, Tempe and  

Peoria.  Mr. Geigle is a 5-Star-Client-Rated Attorney on Avvo. To read more about what former clients  

are saying about hiring Mr. Geigle or to set up a free consultation, please visit 

www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-defense-law.  

 

Founded in 1983, JacksonWhite P.C. offers a full -range of services to assist individuals, families and 

businesses with their legal needs. Since its inception, the Mesa firm has grown steadily to include 22 

highly experienced attorneys and over 40 paralegals, legal assistants and staff. At this size, the firm is 

large enough to offer the efficiency and technical expertise of larger firms, yet small enough to provide  

clients with individualized, personalized attention. JacksonWhite has multiple offices around the state of 

Arizona including a Mesa, Casa Grande and Peoria locations. For more information on a specific attorney 

or area of practice, please visit www.jacksonwhitelaw.com, or www.jacksonwhitelaw.com/criminal-

defense-law.  


