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Disclaimer: Gaming Legal News is published by Dickinson Wright 
PLLC to inform our clients and friends of important developments 
in the fields of gaming law and federal Indian law. The content is 
informational only and does not constitute legal or professional 
advice. We encourage you to consult a Dickinson Wright attorney if 
you have specific questions or concerns relating to any of the topics 
covered in Gaming Legal News.

GOVERNOR APPOINTS NEW DIRECTOR OF ARIZONA 
DEPARTMENT OF GAMING; AGENCY CONTINUES ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIONS
by Glenn M. Feldman

On December 11, 2013, Governor Jan Brewer named Daniel Bergin as 
the new Director of the Arizona Department of Gaming. Bergin had 
been serving as Acting Director of the Department since September, 
when former Director Mark Brnovich resigned the position to run for 
Arizona Attorney General.

Daniel Bergin has been with the Department since 2009. An attorney, 
Bergin had previously served as the Department’s General Counsel, 
heading its legal staff. Prior to that, Bergin was Deputy Director for 
Administration and Compliance, overseeing the agency’s budgeting, 
human resources and compliance activities.

Under Arizona’s Gaming Compacts with its Indian tribes, the 
Department licenses some casino employees and vendors and works 
cooperatively with Tribal Gaming Commissions to regulate Class III 
gaming activities. In addition, the Department has statewide authority 
to investigate and enforce Arizona’s laws prohibiting illegal and 
unauthorized gaming. Finally, the Department operates an Office of 
Problem Gambling.

In announcing his appointment as Director, Governor Brewer lauded 
Bergin’s “extensive legal background” and his “strong understanding of 
Arizona gaming issues.”

Whether coincidental or not, the day after Bergin’s appointment, the 
Department announced a major investigation of illegal gambling 
activities in the Phoenix area. Working with a number of other state 
and municipal law enforcement agencies, the Department raided 
five locations, seizing gaming devices, poker tables, surveillance 
equipment and cash, in what it described as an ongoing investigation. 
These aggressive enforcement activities may be related to similar 
efforts begun in May 2013, when the Department seized 24 illegal 
gaming devices and other evidence from a dozen locations in the 
Phoenix and Tucson areas. Those machines, ostensibly being used 
as lawful “amusement devices,” had allegedly been modified and 
were being used to award substantial merchandise prizes, including 
televisions, computers and gift cards, in violation of Arizona law.
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