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A. Congress

1. The House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis held a remote hearingwith civil rights
advocatesand public health experts to examine the stepsthat must be taken to ensure a free, fair,
and safe generalelection during the coronavirus pandemic.

2. The House Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on Economic and Consumer Policy
is expandingits investigation into some pandemic-related government contractsto focusonall
contracts negotiated by White House trade adviser Peter Navarro. Subcommittee ChairRaja
Krishnamoorthi (D-1L) announced the widening of the probe on Tuesday, one day afterthe Trump
Administration scrapped a $646 million dealto obtain 43,000 ventilators from Philips Respironics,
a unit of Royal Philips.

3. SpeakerNancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin have tentatively agreed to
use a short-term spending bill to avoid a government shutdown at the end of September. The
stopgap funding legislation would not include coronavirus relief or stimulus, but it removesthe
possible nightmare scenario of federalagencies being shut down and vitalservices halted in the
middle of a pandemic.

4. Senate Republicans proposed a new, smaller package of coronavirusaid thatincludes joblessaid,
liability protectionsforbusinesses, and schoolfundingamongother measures. It is expected to cost
around $300 billion, afterthe $650 billion in new spending is offset with $350 billion in savings
from unspent funds from earlier coronavirus packages. The proposaladds newtax credits for
private-schoolscholarshipsand homeschoolingexpenses, a longtime priority of conservative
groups that many Democrats oppose. The plan would also take away the Federal Reserve’s ability
to make newemergency loanswith coronavirusrelief fundsafterJanuary, a sharp shift from when
Congress handed the centralbanka key role in driving the economic rescue. Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) plansto bring the legislation to the floor for a vote on Thursday.

5. RankingMemberof the Senate Banking, Housing,and Urban Affairs Committee Sherrod Brown
(D-OH) and Senators Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), Robert Menendez (D-
NJ), and Jack Reed (D-R1) senta letter to CFPB Director Kathy Kraninger regarding the agency’s
failure to use its authority to ensure that borrowers are aware of the mortgage relief optionsthey are
legally entitled to during the COVID-19 pandemic.



https://coronavirus.house.gov/news/press-releases/coronavirus-panel-hold-hearing-ensuring-free-fair-and-safe-election
https://www.law360.com/articles/1306688/house-to-probe-pandemic-deals-brokered-by-trade-adviser
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/03/pelosi-mnuchin-government-shutdown-408547
https://www.wsj.com/articles/republicans-roll-out-skinny-stimulus-bill-as-talks-with-democrats-remain-stalled-11599599646?mod=lead_feature_below_a_pos1
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020.09.02%20Letter%20to%20CFPB%20Forbearance%20Relief%20Awareness.pdf

B. Executive Agencies

A New Jersey attorney was charged with bank fraud and money launderingafter he allegedly
submitted three fraudulent PPP loan applications on behalf of three different businesses. He
received nearly $9 million in loan funds, which he spenton a home, remodeling, and stock
investments.

Public Citizen Inc. hassued the Department of Laborovera languishing Freedom of Information
Act request related to the agency’s response to coronavirus infections at meat-processing facilities.
Public Citizen contendsthat release of the recordswould allow the public to understand what steps
the Department hastaken to protect workersat meatpacking plants.

72 workers have sued their employersoveralleged violations of the Families First Coronavirus
Response Act, an initiative overseen by the Labor Departmentaimed at creating leave options for
workers as COVID-19 spread. Business groups and managementattorneyswarned in the spring
thatthe legislation was hastily crafted and left companies vulnerable to a groundswell of litigation,
including class or collective actions. Such an onslaught hasyetto come to fruition, but attorneys
predict more lawsuits before the law expires on Dec. 31, asschoolsreturn, businesses reopen,and
the cold and flu season begins amid the threat of a COVID-19 resurgence.

C. State Attorneys General

Pennsylvania AG Josh Shapiro announceda price gouging settlement with New York-based
wholesaler Complete Medical Supplies, which he said had sold nearly 100 N95 masksto
Pennsylvania retailersat unlawful prices. General Shapiro had previously reached price gouging
settlementswith several of those retailers. The settlement requires the company to pay civil
penaltiesand restitution.

D. Special Inspector General for Pandemic Recovery (SIGPR)

On September 8, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Texas entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding with the SIGPR to cooperate in investigating and prosecuting
financialmisconduct and fraud related to the CARES Act. Two NDTX Assistant U.S. Attorneys
will serve asliaisons to SIGPR.

Several job positionsfor SIGPR have been posted overthe past week, including fora Management
& Program Analystto plan, organize,and prioritize projectsfor the SIGPR strategic planning
process, and an Auditor Senior Quality Control Review and Assurance position.

E. Pandemic Recovery Accountability Committee (PRAC)

No updatesthisweek.
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