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In the May edition of Mintz Levin’s Energy and Clean Tech 
Connections, we’ve gathered recent information from a wide variety 
of sources in an effort to keep you abreast of what’s new in the world 
of clean energy. We draw your attention to the latest industry 
developments, news from Beacon Hill to Capitol Hill, grant 
opportunities, and upcoming events.

On April 27‚ the Advanced Research Projects Agency - Energy 
(ARPA-E) issued its first Funding Opportunity Announcement in the 
amount of $150 million. In line with ARPA-E’s mandate to promote 
ground-breaking‚ novel energy research, the solicitation targets “high 
risk, high reward” research that can be deployed rapidly. Applicants 
should have a relatively well-formed R&D plan that takes a nascent 
technology beyond the point of market entrance and to the point of 
having a significant impact on the nation’s energy industry. Individual 
awards will take the form of direct grants, and will range from 
$500,000 to $20 million. For more information, see Government 
Financial Assistance below.

On Capitol Hill, the revised version of the Waxman-Markey bill, 
known as the American Clean Energy and Security Act (ACESA), 
was released by the House Energy and Commerce Committee last 
Friday and began markup by the House this week. The final 
committee version contains significant changes from the original 
version of the bill that reflect bargaining with both conservatives and 
Southern Energy and Commerce Committee Democrats. These 
changes include a lower renewable energy mandate and a smaller 
required reduction in green house gas emissions by 2020. The new 
version of the bill also proposes giving away rather than auctioning 
off the majority of emissions allowances in order to offset the costs of 
investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies.

The Energy and Clean Technology Practice Group is pleased to 
announce that Mintz Levin attorneys Sahir Surmeli and Scott White 
recently authored an article in Power & Energy Solutions entitled 
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“Climate Change and Public Company Disclosure.” The article 
details recent legal, legislative, and regulatory developments that 
have brought climate change disclosure under public scrutiny, and 
their implications for public companies.

Mintz Levin was proud to host the inaugural session of the New 
England Clean Energy Council’s Fellowship Program. We look 
forward to the entrepreneurs in this program building great 
companies. We would also like to congratulate our client Big Belly 
Solar on completing its recent equity financing.

We hope that you enjoy this month’s edition of the newsletter.
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Federal and State Happenings

On Earth Day Vice President Biden Announces $300M 
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Obama and Salazar Release Framework for Renewable 
Energy Development on OCS
Renewable Energy World - April 24, 2009
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Small Wind Energy Project Proposed for 
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Renewable Energy World - April 30, 2009
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U.S. Government Furthers Its Commitment To Invest in 
Renewable Energy R&D
Renewable Energy World - May 5, 2009
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U.S Offers $790M to Next-Gen Biofuels
Cleantech Group - May 5, 2009
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DOE Selects 53 New Projects Focused on Wind Energy 
for up to $8.5M
Press Release, U.S. Department of Energy - May 6, 2009
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DOE To Slash Fuel Cell Vehicle Research
CNET News - May 8, 2009
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California Sees Jump in Solar Rebates, Government 
Customers Lead the Way
Greentech Media - May 12, 2009
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Utilities Brief California Energy Commission on Smart 
Grid Efforts
Greentech Media - May 13, 2009
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House Passes Bill To Promote ‘Green’ School 
Renovations
CQ Politics - May 14, 2009
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Come Get ‘Em: Government Plans To Give Freebies 
Under Cap-and-Trade
Greentech Media - May 14, 2009

More info…

DOE Lifts Smart Grid Stimulus Cap to $200M
Greentech Media - May 18, 2009

More info…

Legal News

Fiduciary Duties and Insolvency: Limiting Personal 
Liability in Tough Economic Times
Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Commercial Law Advisory, Mintz 
Levin - May 11, 2009

More info…

Stay of Execution of Red Flag Enforcement: FTC 
Announces Three-Month Delay of Enforcement of “Red 
Flags Rule”
Privacy and Security Alert, Mintz Levin - May 1, 2009

More info…

Robert Bodian Named Mintz Levin Managing Member
Press Release, Mintz Levin - April 29, 2009

More info…

Mintz Levin Honored for its Commitment to Public 
Service by San Diego County Bar Association
Press Release, Mintz Levin - April 28, 2009
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Jeremy A. Spector Appointed Chair of American Bar 
Association’s Committee on Tax Exempt Financing
Press Release, Mintz Levin - April 14, 2009
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Major Patent Victory for Mintz Levin Client Uniloc Inc.
Press Release, Mintz Levin - April 9, 2009
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NASDAQ Extends Suspension of Continued Listing 
Rules
Securities Law Alert, Mintz Levin - April 1, 2009
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May

An Introduction to Solar Technology & Markets
May 20–21, 2009
London, United Kingdom

More info…

Santa Barbara Summit on Energy Efficiency
May 20–21, 2009
Corwin Pavilion, UC Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, California

More info…

Venture Summit East
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Offshore Wind & Transmission Forum
Strategies & Challenges in Scaling Up the Offshore Wind Industry
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Financing the Cleantech Vision

June 25, 2009
The Sheraton Palo Alto
Palo Alto, California
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Photovoltaics Summit Europe 2009

June 30-July 2, 2009
Crowne Plaza Rome
St. Peter’s, Rome, Italy
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BioPower Generation USA

July 8-9, 2009
Chicago, Illinois
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InterSolar North America

July 14-16, 2009
Moscone Center
San Francisco, California
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The IEA & Marketforce’s Renewables 2009

July 8-9, 2009
Radisson SAS Portman
London, England
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