
What It Means When Network Marketers Say 
“Opportunity” 

 

The word “opportunity” is a generic term for 
the chance to advance, better one’s economic 
state, health, social position, etc. However, in 
the context of direct selling, “opportunity,” in 
addition to the chance to make money, is a 
reference to the “business opportunity” of a 
direct selling/MLM marketing program. 

Two dozen states and the FTC regulate the 
offering of business opportunities in a parallel 
fashion to their regulation of franchise 
opportunities. Because of the low threshold of 

entry fees, typically, modestly-priced at-cost sales kits, the business opportunity of MLM 
companies is generally exempt from state business opportunity laws. In addition, the FTC has 
indicated that it generally does not view the offering of an MLM opportunity to trigger the FTC 
Business Opportunity Rule. Of course, multiple states have adopted specific MLM statutes to 
provide guidelines for the offering of a MLM opportunity. All of these statutes can be found in 
the statutes library at www.mlmlegal.com. 

For more information on the network marketing industry visit www.mlmlegal.com and 
www.mlmattorney.com. 

Find us on our social networks: 

Google+ 

LinkedIn 

Twitter 

Facebook 

Our next Starting and Running the Successful MLM Company Conference takes place October 
23 and 24, 2014 in Las Vegas. Call 503-226-6600 or 800-231-2162 to register. If you’d like to see 
how you can get free tickets to the next MLM Startup Conference, visit our Innovation 
Campaign page. 

 View the entire article at: http://mlmlegal.com/MLMBlog/?p=883  
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