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Coding Update 
CPT Summary of Panel Actions: Update from the September 2023 
Meeting 
 
Introduction 

The CPT®1 Editorial Panel met in New Orleans, Louisiana, from September 21 to 23, 2023. The 
resulting Summary of Panel Actions was published on the American Medical Association (AMA) 
website on October 20, 2023 and updated October 25, 2023.   
 
Click here for an in-depth analysis of the September 2023 Proposed Panel Agenda. 
 
Key Takeaways from the September 2023 Summary of Panel Actions 

There were 75 separate requests (tabs) on the proposed Panel agenda for the September 2023 
meeting. Fourteen tabs were withdrawn before the agenda was posted. An additional nine tabs were 
withdrawn during the meeting. Accounting for withdrawals, the Panel voted on 52 remaining tabs. The 
Panel accepted 30 requests (58%), rejected 13 requests (25%) and postponed voting on nine requests 
(17%). A breakdown of votes, by code type, is provided in the table below.  
 

 
 

 
1 CPT® is a registered trademark of the American Medical Association. 

https://www.ama-assn.org/about/cpt-editorial-panel/summary-panel-actions
https://www.ama-assn.org/about/cpt-editorial-panel/summary-panel-actions
https://www.ama-assn.org/about/cpt-editorial-panel/summary-panel-actions
https://www.mcdermottplus.com/insights/cpt-editorial-panel-meeting-whats-on-the-agenda-and-why-it-matters/
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Panel Approves One Request to Convert Category III Codes to Category I Status 

At the September 2023 meeting, the Panel reviewed four requests to convert Category III codes to 
Category I status. The Panel approved only one of these requests: Tab 23: Cat III 0398T to Cat I – MRI 
Guided High Intensity Focused Ultrasound (MRgFUS). A new Category I code (6XX00) will be effective 
in the CPT codebook beginning January 1, 2025. The other requests were rejected. 
 
Category III codes are temporary codes for new and emerging technologies. They provide a 
mechanism for tracking usage of services and collecting data with the opportunity to convert to 
Category I status in the future. They have become more common in recent years as more new 
technologies have come to market. At the September 2023 meeting, 46% of all tabs that the Panel 
voted on were for new or revised Category III codes.  
 
To move from Category III to Category I status, the technology must, among other requirements, 
demonstrate sufficient utilization relative to the intended clinical use, and it must meet certain literature 
requirements documenting clinical efficacy. It also helps if the request for Category I status is supported 
by the relevant professional specialty society. Given these stringent evidentiary requirements, only a 
limited number of Category III codes have successfully converted to Category I status in recent years, 
relative to the overall number of new Category III codes that have been established. 
 

 
 
The CPT Editorial Panel process is an evolving one. The McDermott+Consulting team can offer 
substantial knowledge and experience at the intersection of CPT and coding and reimbursement 
matters specific to new technologies (including, but not limited to, Category III code applications). To 
learn more about these capabilities, click here. 

   

For more information, please contact Rachel Hollander, Deborah Godes or Marie Knoll.  

 
McDermott+Consulting LLC is an affiliate of the law firm of McDermott Will & Emery LLP. McDermott+Consulting LLC does not provide legal advice or services and 
communications between McDermott+Consulting LLC and our clients are not protected by the attorney-client relationship, including attorney-client privilege. The 
MCDERMOTT trademark and other trademarks containing the MCDERMOTT name are the property of McDermott Will & Emery LLP and are used under license. 

https://www.mcdermottplus.com/services/
https://www.mcdermottplus.com/professionals/rachel-hollander/
https://www.mcdermottplus.com/professionals/deborah-godes/
https://www.mcdermottplus.com/professionals/marie-knoll/

