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Law Firms: Is Yours Best Place to Work in America or Are Your Associates “Getting 
Hours?” 

	  By Cordell Parvin on September 11th, 2014 

Is your law firm a  Fortune Best Place to Work in America Law Firm, or are your associates just  ”getting 

their hours?” 

What difference do you think that might make to your business clients (Bet many of them read Fortune), 

your lawyers and staff (Bet many of them are proud…or not of their firm) and recruits (Bet many want to 

work for a Best Place in America Law Firm)? 

Sadly, I don’t think my old firm ever made the Best Place to Work in America list. I found out one reason 

years ago when I was scheduled to give a lunch presentation on career planning to my law firm’s Los 

Angeles associates. 

I saw no reason to make the presentation mandatory, especially since we were serving a “free lunch.” On 

the Monday before I was to speak on Friday, only six associates had signed up. I called our Los Angeles 

Office Administrator who told me so few had signed up because the others wanted to “get their hours.” 

Wow, I was taken by surprise. I never once thought as an associate that I needed or wanted to get my 

hours. I think like many associates today, I would have hated practicing law if my most important goal was 

“getting hours.” 

                                            !  
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Incredibly, several relatively large law firms are rated within the top 100 best places to work each year.  In 

the 2014 Fortune Magazine list of 100 best places to work there are 6 law firms. Baker Donelson is 

number 31, Alston & Bird is number 40, Perkins Coie is number 41, Bingham McCutchen is number 60, 

Arnold & Porter is number 81, and Cooley is number 100. What do you suppose sets these firms apart 

from the rest? 

I don’t know about you, but I would like to practice law at a Best Place to Work in America firm. As a 

parent, I would like for a son or daughter to practice law there. If I was a business, I would want one of 

those firms to be my outside law firm. 

!
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Cordell M. Parvin built a national construction practice during his 35 years practicing law. At Jenkens & Gilchrist, Mr. Parvin was the 
Construction Law Practice Group Leader and was also responsible for the firm’s attorney development practice. While there he 
taught client development and created a coaching program for junior partners. In 2005, Mr. Parvin left the firm and started Cordell 
Parvin LLC. He now works with lawyers and law firms on career development and planning and client development. He is the  
co-author of Say Ciao to Chow Mein: Conquering Career Burnout and other books for lawyers. To learn more visit his Web site, 
www.cordellparvin.com or contact him at cparvin@cordellparvin.com.
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