
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC., 
  
  Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
 
  Defendant. 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
 

Civil Action No. 15-1132 (BAH) 

 
DEFENDANT’S CONSENT MOTION FOR EXTENSION  

OF TIME IN WHICH TO FILE ITS ANSWER 
 

 Defendant U.S. Department of Justice (“Defendant,” or the “Agency”), by and through 

undersigned counsel, hereby respectfully files this Consent Motion for an extension of time of 

thirty (30) days in which to file its answer or otherwise respond to Plaintiff Judicial Watch, Inc.’s 

(“Plaintiff”) complaint.  This is Defendant’s first request for an extension of time and first 

request in this case overall.  Undersigned counsel apologizes to the Court for filing this request 

for an extension on the same day as the deadline and not four days prior as the Court’s Standing 

Order instructs, but was only able to confirm yesterday that, as explained in more detail below, 

the two relevant Department of Justice components would not be able to provide undersigned 

counsel with the materials necessary to file a substantive motion or pleading.  As set forth below, 

good cause exists to grant this motion.  Pursuant to Local Civil Rule 7(m), undersigned counsel 

has consulted with counsel for Plaintiff and Plaintiff consents to the relief requested. 

1. Defendant’s Answer or other response to Plaintiff’s Complaint is currently due 

Wednesday, August 19, 2015.   
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2. Undersigned counsel, despite multiple efforts since receipt of the case file, has been 

unable to discuss the case substantively with either of the Department of Justice 

components mentioned in the complaint, namely, the Criminal Division and the Office of 

Legal Counsel.  Undersigned counsel has obtained a contact person within the Criminal 

Division and a copy of that component’s letter to Plaintiff regarding its search for 

responsive documents subject to FOIA. 

3. However, undersigned counsel has not yet received a traditional litigation report from 

either component or information sufficient to file a substantive motion or pleading and is 

therefore unable to fully respond to the issues raised in Plaintiff’s complaint.  

4. Thus, this request is not for purposes of delay, but is to allow Defendant to respond to 

Plaintiff’s complaint and, possibly, to allow the parties to resolve some of the issues in 

dispute. 

5. Finally, as noted above, as Plaintiff does not oppose the relief requested, Plaintiff will not 

be prejudiced by this extension.   

WHEREFORE, the Agency respectfully requests that the Court grant this motion and 

extend the Agency’s deadline to file its Answer or otherwise respond through and including 

September 18, 2015.  A proposed order is attached. 
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Dated: August 19, 2015 
 Washington, DC 
 Respectfully submitted,  

 
VINCENT H. COHEN, JR., D.C. Bar #471489 
Acting United States Attorney 

  
DANIEL F. VAN HORN, D.C. Bar #924092 
Chief, Civil Division 
 
By: /s/ 

WYNNE P. KELLY 
Assistant United States Attorney 
555 4th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20530  
(202) 252-2545 
wynne.kelly@usdoj.gov 

 
Attorneys for Defendant 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 
JUDICIAL WATCH, INC., 
  
  Plaintiff, 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
 
  Defendant. 
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) 
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Civil Action No. 15-1132 (BAH) 

 
DRAFT ORDER GRANTING DEFENDANT’S MOTION  

FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE ITS ANSWER 
 

THIS CAUSE comes before the Court upon Defendant’s Motion for Extension of Time 

to File Its Answer. 

UPON CONSIDERATION of the Motion, the pertinent portions of the record, and being 

otherwise fully advised in the premises, it is 

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Motion is GRANTED.  Defendant’s Answer or 

other response to Plaintiff’s Complaint shall be due to be filed by September 18, 2015. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Washington, District of Columbia, this ___ day of 

_____________________, 2015. 

      ____________________________________ 
      UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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