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Health Care: A Right or a Commodity?

The College of Law Commemorates and Reflects on the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

By Max Elliott and Hillary Richardson

Celebrating the work of
civil rights leader Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., in January, the Col-
lege of Law presented a
reflection and com-
memoration luncheon,
which featured North-
western  University
Law School’s Kirkland
& Ellis Professor Doro-
thy Roberts as keynote
speaker. DePaul’s Of-
fice of the President
and Office of Institu-
tional Diversity and
Equity  co-sponsored
the program.

In her keynote address,
“The New Biopolitics
of Race & Health,”
Professor Roberts dis-
cussed current trends in
medical research and
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health care, suggesting
the focus on race has
changed from a politi-
cal level to a science
and health level. Posit-
ing that there is a dis-
proportionate impact of
health inequities in the
United States with re-
spect to blacks and
whites, she provided
alarming data to sup-
port this premise. She
explained that in 2000,
the ratio of unnecessary
deaths among Chicago
blacks to whites was 3-
to-1; “unnecessary” be-
ing defined as deaths
that could have been
prevented with access
to adequate health care
and medical technol-
ogy. In other words,
because of various fac-
tors, blacks in Chicago
do not have access to
the type of health care
that whites in Chicago

“Of all forms of inequality, injustice in health care is

the most shocking and inhumane.’

’

— Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., March 25, 1966
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The Benjamin Hooks Service Award

By Vanesa Pineda

Lawyer. Minister.
Judge. Civil rights
leader. There are but a
few examples of the
many ways to describe
Benjamin Hooks (’48),
the man for whom
DePaul has named its
highest student award
for public service.

Following the footsteps
of his grandmother, the
second black woman to
attend college in the
United States, Hooks
strived for and
achieved a higher edu-
cation despite legal and
institutional  barriers.
Yet, Hooks experi-
enced segregation and
discrimination at its
worst.

While in college in the
1940s, his skin color,
along with rampant ra-
cism, forced him to eat
at a separate lunch
counter, drink from a
separate water fountain,
and use a separate rest-
room. But he was not
deterred, and continued
his educational pursuit
in attending law school.

DePaul, founded on a
Vincentian mission to
advocate for the accep-
tance of all people,
opened the door to
Benjamin Hooks, and
in 1948, he reached his
goal and graduated

from the College of
Law.

After passing the Ten-
nessee bar exam, he
continued to experience
discrimination. In an
interview  with  Jet
magazine he remem-
bered his days as a
young black lawyer:
“At that time you were
insulted by law clerks,
excluded from white
bar associations and
when I was in court, I
was lucky to be called

Ben,” he continued,
“usually it was just
Gboy' 299

While a Memphis law-
yer working to break
down the barriers of
segregation, Hooks ex-
panded the scope of his
advocacy and became
minister of the Middle
Baptist Church of
Memphis in 1956. Less

(Continued on page 7)
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UMIN Brings Balance and Spiri-
tuality to the Loop Campus

By Sufyan Sohel

Finding a balance be-
tween law school and
life can be very chal-
lenging at times. For
those students who seek
to add, strengthen or
nurture spirituality in
their lives, University
Ministry (UMIN), offers
an open door to great
people and programs
aimed at providing law
students with opportuni-
ties for spiritual explora-
tion, service and social
justice, liturgy and
prayer, faith develop-
ment and self-discovery.

Tom Judge, the Ilaw
school’s chaplain, prac-
ticed law in Iowa before
he began graduate stud-
ies in divinity. He is
aware of the pressures
and stress that law stu-
dents face and seeks to
provide a healthy and
meaningful environment
and experience for all
DePaul law students.

“Tom Judge 1s a great
resource for students
seeking to become in-
volved in public service.
He is connected to pub-
lic service organizations
throughout the city and
is always very excited to
share his wealth of
knowledge with stu-
dents,” comments sec-
ond-year law student
Caroline Manley.

Judge and the rest of the
staff involved with
UMIN in the Loop are
always looking for new
ways to engage and pro-
vide resources for the
ever-busy law student.
They offer programming
that fosters the school’s
Vincentian identity,
which is epitomized by
service and affirmation
of human dignity.

UMIN sponsors Catho-
lic Mass, Zen practices
and yoga each week in

the Lewis Chapel.
UMIN also sponsors
various service-

immersion trips, taking
students around the na-
tion to serve those less
fortunate as well as to
engage students in find-
ing meaning in their le-
gal careers.

This semester, UMIN in
the Loop sponsored
some great events for
law students. In Febru-
ary, it hosted a multi-
faith online “Busy Per-
son’s Retreat.” Whether
the student is Catholic,
Protestant, Jewish, Mus-
lim, Zen, Buddhist or
Humanist, he or she can
spend some time each
day in simple reflection,
online, at their own
pace.

(Continued on page 7)



ALUMNI PROFILE: Phillip J. Mohr (JD ’91)

While studying at DePaul University
College of Law, Phillip J. Mohr in-
terned with Chicago Volunteer Legal
Services (CVLS). This experience
gave Mohr his first taste of public
interest work and exposed him to
public interest law as an “arena to
have a concrete impact on individu-
als.”

Upon graduation, Mohr returned to
CVLS as a staff attorney. Under Ber-
nice Berman, the former Family Law
Director, Mohr began work in the
organization’s family law program.
He cites working with his late mentor
as a unique experience; through her
direction and support he developed an
interest and passion for family law.

“Mrs. Berman was well-known, re-
spected and a character. From her, 1
learned that experience and relation-

By Nickole Miller

Title: Deputy Director, Chicago Volunteer Legal Services

ships have an impact on your practice.
Working and learning from her kept
me at CVLS,” says Mohr.

When Berman retired in 1996, Mohr
became the family law director, and
in 2004 he took on added responsibil-
ity as deputy director of CVLS.

Entering law school, did you know
you were interested in public inter-
est law?

No, I knew that I was interested in
working with and helping people. 1
wanted to provide a service to people
and was initially drawn to medicine
or psychology. There were no attor-
neys in my family or social back-
ground and I did not really know what
the law was about. It was Professor
Lewis’ contracts course that gave me
my first concrete understanding of
what the law could do. Later in a fam-
ily law course I realized how substan-
tially the law can impact the everyday
lives of individuals.

What is the best part of your job?

The people. 1 like working with the
clientele. I find that despite their

situation, they are continuing to fight
to make things better for themselves
and you get to be a part of that. Seg-
ments of our society don’t have ac-
cess to many necessary services. To
be treated fairly, access to legal ser-
vices is the most important one. I'm
helping someone by providing them
with a unique set of skills and giving
them a concrete solution to a problem.
I also have great, supportive people to
work with.

What advice do you have for stu-
dents interested in public interest
law?

Get some experience, become en-
gaged with your school, gather infor-
mation and participate in programs.
As a student, it can be helpful to take
advantage of school term volunteer
opportunities and externships to get a
foot in the door, rather than just com-
peting for the limited summer public
interest positions. Law school is the
time to take chances. Try various
things and discover what you are
most interested in.

Inter-American Court of Human Rights Cites DePaul Amicus Brief

By Theresa Kleinhaus

The International Human Rights
Law Institute (IHRLI) recently
made international law news when
the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights quoted an amicus brief sub-
mitted by IHRLI in a recent deci-
sion. The case focused on the Dos
Erres massacre, which occurred
during the civil war in Guatemala
in 1982, and documented how the

Guatemalan Army raped, tortured
and killed more than 250 people
with the knowledge and participa-
tion of the government. The brief
was written by IHRLI Managing
Director of International Programs
Daniel Rothenberg, human rights
attorney Daniel Thomann, and a
group of DePaul law students in-
cluding Alex Konetzki and Public
Interest Law Initiative Fellow Ben
Sandahl.

The IHRLI brief argued that the
victims have a right to an investiga-
tion under international law and
that the massacre was part of a
widespread and systematic policy
of repression instituted by the state
of Guatemala at that time.

In its December 2009 decision, the
Inter-American Court ordered the
government of Guatemala to pay

(Continued on page 7)
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Health Care: A Right or a Commodity?

(Continued from page 1)

Aguirre, Damon Riten-
house, Angelica Flores
and Caroline Manley.
This year, the essay
topic centered on the
relationship of pro-
posed health care legis-
lation in relation to Dr.
King’s belief that
equality in health care
is a measurement of
justice.

In addition to thought-
provoking remarks by
Professor Roberts, the
afternoon panelists dis-
cussed the subject of
health care as it relates
to the African-
American community.
Participants  included
Professor Brietta Clark,
Loyola Law School
Los Angeles; Associate
Professor Kimani Paul-
Emile,Fordham  Uni-
versity School of Law;
and Associate Profes-
sor Ruqaiijah Yearby,
University of Buffalo
Law School.

Professor Clark pre-
sented on how race,
economic status and
disability affects the
ability to navigate the
web of federal, state
and local laws that ad-
minister health care.
She focused on equal
access to care, which is
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supposed to be guaran-
teed by law, but in
practice often fails. For
example, insurance
companies routinely
refuse to pay for ser-
vices like speech or oc-
cupational therapy for
people with mental or
developmental disabili-
ties, claiming they are
not eligible for this
type of medical care.
However, they cover
the same services for
people who have suf-
fered stroke or physical
injuries. Professor
Clark pointed out that
federal laws are sup-
posed to prevent these
disparities, and that
states have a responsi-
bility to ensure that
everyone has equal ac-
cess to care.

Professor Yearby fol-
lowed and focused her
presentation on the di-
rect effects of racial
discrimination on over-
all health. While she
acknowledged that
there is more genetic
difference between in-
dividuals than there is
between races, she
pointed out that there
are still huge disparities
in actual health of peo-
ple of different races,
stemming directly from
individual and systemic
discrimination. She as-

serted that before we
rush to blame genetics
for racial disparities in
health care, we need to
identify ~ what  truly
separates us—the per-
ceptions about who we
are.

Professor  Paul-Emile
discussed the history of
race and ethics in
health care, from the
experimentation  con-
ducted by the Nazis in
concentration camps to
the infamous Tuskee-
gee Institute syphilis
experiments on poor
black men conducted
up until the 1970s. She
made the connection to
ethical questions health
care providers face to-
day in which race plays
a key role, most nota-
bly the recent decisions
of some hospitals to
stop providing treat-
ment to undocumented
immigrants. She also
spoke about the need to
reframe the health care
debate by regarding
health care as a basic
human right.

For those present, the

day’s reflection was
both emotional and
enlightening. Accord-

ing to third-year stu-
dent Jessica Schneider,
“The speakers did a
good job of tying the

Dorothy Roberts, Kirkland &
Ellis Professor of Law at
Northwestern University

very timely issue of
healthcare to issues of
racial disparities and
discrimination. 1 left
feeling like 1 had
learned a lot, and it
definitely captured the
spirit of Martin Luther
King.”

By proposing health
care be considered a
basic right, the present-
ers challenged atten-
dees to continue Dr.
King’s legacy of work-
ing for a more just soci-
ety.



The DePaul Law Capital Defense Team

By Jessica Schneider

Every day you will find students
working hard in the Death Penalty
Clinic, led by nationally renowned
capital defense attorney and Pro-
fessor Andrea Lyon. Student work
also is supported by Clinic Coordi-
nator Mary Bandstra, Investigator
Mort Smith and Mitigation Spe-
cialist Jeanene Barrett. Together,
they form the capital defense team.

In this yearlong clinic, students
have the flexibility to begin in the
spring or fall semester, assuring
that there are students familiar
with the cases in the clinic at all
times. Students also have the op-
tion to enroll in a third semester to
receive more advanced instruction.

The clinic handles a variety of
work, including trial level federal
and state capital cases, as well as
post-conviction and occasional
clemency petitions for indigent
clients, whose cases may not al-
ways be capital, but are serious
convictions. In addition to work-
ing on the cases, students answer
hundreds of prisoner letters both
from Illinois and out of state.

The classroom component allows
students to learn about all aspects
of death penalty law as well as
policy considerations, a comple-
ment to the daily practicality of
work. Students participate in every
aspect of the cases, from motions

research and writing to investiga-
tion, depositions, and mitigation,
gaining invaluable experience in
the criminal defense field.

First semester clinic student
Yvette Lopez says, “I really enjoy
working on a real case and writing
real memos. I feel like my work
matters. Someone depends on
what I am doing and it is not all
just for a grade! Not to mention
how amazing it is to work for
something I believe in: social jus-
tice.”

Students are also encouraged to
attend court hearings and visit
clinic clients. Though many are
detained in different areas
throughout Illinois or even the
country, Professor Lyon encour-
ages students to meet the clients
and emphasizes its importance.
Most students will go to court or
visit prison facilities at least once,
if not more, during their time in
the clinic. In addition, students
with a 711 license can argue in
court if the opportunity arises.

Despite the gravity of the issue,
students return day after day be-
cause they are impassioned about
their work and invested in the out-
come.

Clinic student Annie O’Reilly
says, “The clinic really made me
appreciate the DePaul ideals of not

discriminating against anyone and
helping the poor; this clinic makes
me very glad to be a DePaul law
student.”

The clinic is unique because the
duration of capital cases often pre-
vents students from seeing the fi-
nal outcomes. But many small vic-
tories and motions are won along
the way. Clinic students quickly
become close to one another, be-
cause the seriousness of the cases
demands a cohesive team and re-
quires a high caliber of work and a
dedication to help those who need
it most.

All second- and third-year students
are eligible to participate. To re-
ceive an application, please con-
tact Mary Bandstra at
mbandstr@depaul.edu.
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Service Immersion Trips Mark their 5™ Anniversary by returning
to New Orleans and starting a new trip to Washington, D.C.

The Inaugural service

trip to Washington,
D.C.
By Damon Rittenhouse

As we set out for Wash-
ington, D.C., in the early
morning hours of Janu-
ary 3, I found I could
barely sit still or hold a
thought in my head. I
felt the excitement of a
man setting out on a
long journey whose end
is uncertain. Having
never visited our na-
tion’s capitol, it existed
only in my imagination.
The opportunity to see
how the reality of the
city matched my expec-
tations was an exhilarat-
ing prospect.

The most striking aspect
of the trip was the vari-
ety of people we had the
opportunity to interact
with during our various
service activities and
meetings throughout the
city. There were the
people who were home-
less and hungry that we
served meals to, the vol-
unteers who worked
tirelessly to ensure those
meals were provided
every day, the lawyers
who represent the poor
in court, and the lobby-
ists who bring attention
to the plight of the least
fortunate. While these
people varied tremen-
dously in age, race, edu-
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cation and

socioeco- ||

nomic status, there was &

a common strain of hu-
manity among them all.
This notion underscored
the dominant theme of
the trip, that regardless
of circumstance, we are
all human beings.

The experience in D.C. |
affected all of the trip ¢

participants in  ways
both dramatic and sub-
tle. Our experiences left
us all with indelible
memories of time shared
as a group as well as in-
dividual impressions we
formed in brief moments
of reflection over the
course of a hectic, yet
extremely fulfilling,
week.

Students remain com-
mitted to helping re-
build New Orleans

By Christine Chen

Over winter break I had
the opportunity to return
to New Orleans with 13
other law students to
help rebuild homes that
were destroyed almost
five years ago in Hurri-
cane Katrina. We
worked with a wonder-
ful nonprofit organiza-
tion called St. Bernard
Project (SBP). SBP
works in the St. Bernard
Parish community to

Rittenhouse and fellow students volunteering at a soup
kitchen in Washington, D.C.

rebuild homes for senior
citizens, people with
disabilities and families
with children who can-
not afford to have their
homes rebuilt by profes-
sional contractors.

The Topey family, like
many others in post-
Katrina New Orleans,
was no stranger to hard-
ship.

Currently, Mr. Topey
lives in a FEMA trailer
with his wife and 4 chil-
dren. Since they cannot
all fit into one trailer,
they live in two separate
trailers. There is no
room for the family to
enjoy simple things like
watching television or
having a meal together.
“No family should have
to live like this,” said
Mr. Topey.

I had the chance to be
part of rebuilding the
Topey family home. Our
team primarily worked
on mudding and sanding
the interior walls of their
home. I was surprised to
see how much work our
team accomplished in
one short week! It was
extremely rewarding to
know that our efforts
brought the Topeys one
step closer to the com-
pletion of their home so
that they could finally
begin to resume a nor-
mal life. I am excited for
the Topeys to finally
have that first family
meal together. I know it
will be a memorable
one.



UMIN Brings Balance and Spirituality to the Loop Campus

Continued from page 2
UMIN regularly co-
sponsors programs

about social justice with
the Center for Public
Interest Law (CPIL) and
the Public Interest Law
Association (PILA). In
March, UMIN co-
sponsored a “Values in
Practice” panel with the
PILA. The panel
brought together DePaul
law professor and re-

nowned anti-death pen-
alty advocate Andrea
Lyon with Chicago at-
torney and activist
Jeannie Bishop to dis-
cuss the topics of truth,
reconciliation and the
elimination of the death
penalty.

Also planned is a “Law
Students in Balance”
program, an integrative
series that will teach
skills in balance, well-

ness and spirituality.
The program aims to
help busy law students
find balance through
healthy practices such as
yoga, meditation exer-
cises and personal re-
flection.

Judge summarizes the
mission and goals of
UMIN, saying, “We
really try to help mem-
bers of the DePaul com-
munity find a greater

sense of meaning in
their lives and hopefully
move to a place of
deeper self-knowledge.”
His statement is clearly
exemplified through his
and UMIN’s dedication
and service to the
DePaul community.

If you would like to
learn more about UMIN
in the Loop, please con-
tact Tom Judge at
tjudge@depaul.edu.

The Benjamin Hooks Service Award

Continued from page 2

than a decade later, he
was appointed executive
director of the National
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored
People (NAACP). He
subsequently became
the first African-
American appointed to
the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. More
importantly, he served
as an advocate for the
civil rights of all indi-
viduals.

Today, the law school
that first opened the
door for Benjamin
Hooks more than 60
years ago, continues to
support a Vincentian
tradition of service and
advocacy DePaul not
only provides access to
legal education to a di-
verse student body, but

also serves the commu-
nity through a wide va-
riety of clinics and pub-
lic service opportunities.

The Benjamin Hooks
Service Award is a trib-
ute to Hooks’ dedication
and service to those in
need. The award honors
graduating students who
exemplify the Vincen-
tian ideals of social jus-
tice and log over 200
hours of community ser-
vice and pro bono work.

Inter-American Court of Human Rights Cites

DePaul Amicus Brief

Continued from page 3

the victims’ families $3.2
million. The court’s deci-
sion made reference to
and adopted the reasoning
outlined in DePaul’s
amicus brief.

IHRLI has worked on be-
half of human rights vic-
tims in Latin America for
the past 15 years. The
Jeanne and Joseph Sulli-
van Program for Human
Rights in the Americas
funds students and schol-
ars to work in Latin
America at both the Inter-
American Court of Hu-
man Rights and for non-
governmental
tions throughout the re-
gion. As part of its pro-
IHRLI also

student-run

organiza-

gramming,
supports a

on indigenous

rights,
local human rights advo-
cates and offers a summer
program in Costa Rica.
IHRLI also is preparing a
more accessible version
of the Guatemalan Truth
Commission’s final report
on the country’s 36-year
civil war. The acknowl-
edgement of DePaul’s
amicus curie brief in the
Inter-American Court de-
cision is further evidence
of the growing impor-
tance of international hu-
man rights law research
and advocacy.

project

women’s trains
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Calendar of Events

4th Annual Vincentian Public Interest Law Symposium
on Immigrant and Criminal Detention ... March 16—17

Service Trip to Appalachia ................ March 22—26
NLG Midwest Regional Conference ...... March 26—28
Journal of Women, Gender, and the Law Symposium on
Interstate Sexual Trafficking ...................... April 8
Distinguished Scholar Lecture by Prof Margaret
Montoya of UNM Law School..................... April 14
PBCSI Service Award Ceremony ................. April 21
Pro Bono Toolkit CLE ........cccevviiiieneeennnnn. April 28

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING
TO THE CENTER FOR PUBLIC INTEREST LAW

Checks can be made payable to DePaul University College of Law;
please indicate on the check that your donation should go toward
CPIL and mail to: Shaye Loughlin, 25 E. Jackson, Chicago, Illinois

60604-2219. Thank you for your continued support!
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