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Hon. Elaine D. Kaplan Newest Judge on U.S. Court of Federal
Claims

Elaine D. Kaplan recently took her oath of  of f ice and became the newest judge at the U.S. Court of  Federal
Claims.  Immediately prior to joining the bench, Judge Kaplan served as the Acting Director of  the United States
Of f ice of  Personnel Management.

Bef ore serving as Acting Director of  OPM, Judge Kaplan was the agency’s General Counsel f rom 2009 to
2013.  Judge Kaplan also served as head of  the United States Of f ice of  Special Counsel, the f ederal agency
charged with enf orcing the civil service personnel laws.  She previously was of  counsel f or DC-based law f irm
Barnebei and Katz, a f irm that specialized in f ederal whistleblower lit igation.

Judge Kaplan began her legal career as a staf f  attorney in the Solicitor ’s Of f ice of  the United States
Department of  Labor bef ore joining the National Treasury Employees Union, where she worked f rom 1984 to
1998, returning as the union’s Senior Deputy General Counsel f rom 2004 to 2009.

Judge Kaplan is a cum laude graduate of  Georgetown Law, and a graduate of  the State University of  New York
at Binghamton.  Read her f ull biography here.
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