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You Never Marry the Right Person.

This thought prov oking title was taken from an excerpt from The Meaning of Marriage by  Timothy  Keller and

appeared in Relev ant Magazine.  This title, while appearing startling, is actually  pretty  profound if y ou think about

it.  The gist is that searching for someone who accepts y ou as y ou are and fulfills y our desires, creates an unrealistic

set of expectations that frustrates both y ou and y our partner.  This results in someone rely ing too much on a

marriage partner for their own self-fulfillment.  It creates impossible expectations.
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The article instead encourages one to v iew marriage as the coming together of two flawed people working to create

“stability , lov e and consolation.”  While the search for soul-mates and the one that “completes y ou” is romantic to

think about and makes for entertaining mov ies, (if y ou like that sort of thing try , He’s Just Not That Into You

unrealistic and ov erly  simplistic.   The article concludes, “[s]imply  put—today  people are asking far too much in the

marriage partner.”  And I would add, and not asking enough of themselv es.

You nev er marry  the right person, but the marriage can be right!

Source:  THE MEANING OF MARRIAGE © 2011 by Timothy Keller with Kathy Keller.  Published by Dutton, A Member of

Penguin Group (USA) Inc. 
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