
January 26, 2012

What You Should Know about Medical 
Bankruptcy
Healthcare these days is getting more expensive. Your medical bills are usually unsecured debt. And the 

peculiar thing about medical debt is that they are ongoing, especially the expensive ones. You see the 

doctor and you are directed to have additional tests and treatments, followed by consultations with 

specialists and then come the prescription charges. Should your medical bills increase to the point where 

they are a debt you cannot bear, you may want to consider filing for bankruptcy.

Usually, it is advisable to seek other means of paying medical debts before filing for bankruptcy. You can 

look around for more reasonable medical fees, discounts on medicines or seek the help of non-profit 

advocacy groups. But suppose you have already taken these steps and still find yourself drowning under 

the weight of medical debts. Then you should consider bankruptcy.

The thing about medical debt is that it is not likely you will be allowed to file for bankruptcy only to clear 

your medical bills alone. You would be required to include all other debts also, including back taxes, credit 

card debts, personal loans etc.

It is strongly advisable for you to seek the legal counsel of a bankruptcy lawyer to discuss the timing to file 

for bankruptcy. As I mentioned above, medical debts are ongoing and bankruptcy only discharges your 

medical debts incurred up to the point of your bankruptcy filing. So if you file for bankruptcy too early you 

may be left with a large amount of medical bills incurred after the bankruptcy that cannot be discharged.

So call us at (813) 200 4133 for a free consultation on how to best eliminate your medical debts (and 

other debts) through bankruptcy.
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