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HIGHLIGHTS

The fourth week of Florida's 2022 Regular Legislative
Session concluded today. With five weeks remaining in
this year's session, the legislature is approaching the
halfway point of their time in Tallahassee for 2022. As of
this week, 35 bills have passed the Senate and await
passage in the House. One bill, the joint resolution to
establish newly drawn state House and Senate districts,
has passed in both chambers as of Wednesday.
Notably, the redistricting bill passed unanimously in the
Senate, and along party-lines in the House. The Senate
passed an additional 20 bills with near complete
unanimity on Thursday, approving a wide range of
bipartisan legislation, including provisions to require
insurance coverage on childrens' hearing aids and to
authorize  schools to have opioid overdose
counteractants on hand. In addition, the process of
crafting a balanced state budget began this week, with
Appropriations  Subcommittee  Chairs  presenting
preliminary budget spreadsheets in each of their
meetings. Budget deliberations will continue through
the next several weeks until each line-item is agreed
upon.

REDISTRICTING

State House and Senate state maps are nearly finalized,
but the House has put Congressional district map
deliberations on pause following a call by Governor Ron
DeSantis to review Florida's current fifth congressional
district for constitutionality. The Senate has approved

Senate President Wilton Simpson presides over the Senate in Session on
Thursday, where members approved 20 pieces of legislation. Photo via
Florida Politics.

their congressional redistricting proposal, and the House
will continue work on theirs once the courts have
offered an opinion on the constitutionality of the district
in question. Nonetheless, the House passed state House
and Senate district maps on the floor this week along
party-lines, with both maps combined into one joint
resolution (SB_100). Being a joint resolution, the
legislation will not require approval by the Governor and
rather, will be sent off to State Attorney General Ashley
Moody and the Florida Supreme Court for review and
approval within the next 30 days. This 30-day
requirement will ideally allow for time to make
necessary changes or corrections to new districts prior
to Sine Die on March 11th.



https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/100

IN THE BUDGET

This week, House and Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee Chairs presented their preliminary
budget proposals including funding recommendations
for state agencies, local projects, and other state-funded
priorities. Health care and Pre K-12 education will once
again make up the bulk of the total budget with
proposals totaling roughly 48 billion dollars and 24
billion dollars, respectively. Notably, Senate proposals
for both of the largest budget areas include sizable
allocations to increase pay for employees, such as
school and nursing home staff. Other silos, including
infrastructure and tourism, justice, and environment and
agriculture will round out the approximately 100 billion
dollar plan. Interestingly, early proposals leave out
Governor DeSantis's billion dollar gas tax cut, and have
underfunded a number of his other priorities. House and
Senate Appropriations Committees are expected to
release full budget spreadsheets in the coming days for
consideration next week, from which point joint
conference committees will deliberate each silo until
the two chambers are able to concur on each line item.

ADVISORS NEWS

Former St. Petersburg Mayor Rick

Kriseman joined Shumaker
Advisors this week. Kriseman will
serve as Managing Principal of the
US. Cities Practice, where he'll
focus on wurban planning and
sustainable economic
development. He also is joining
Shumaker's law firm as Of Counsel
in the Public Policy and Government Affairs Service Line.

Kriseman was Mayor of St. Pete from 2014 to 2022. During
his time in City Hall, Kriseman advocated for clean energy
and climate resiliency. Government tracking group
APolitical named him one of the world's 100 most
influential climate policy leaders. He also oversaw the
completion of the city's new pier and police headquarters.
Read the Florida Politics article here, or view Mayor
Kriseman's bio here.
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QUESTIONS?

Contact Jordyn Ferguson,
jferguson@shumakeradvisors.com, or
Celeste Schettino,

cschettino@shumakeradvisors.com
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