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Apple v. Samsung: What Does it Really Mean for Consumer

Product Companies?

By: Tracy G. Durkin

In 2011, Apple sued Samsung in the U.S. District Court for the Central
District of California (Apple Inc. v. Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.)
alleging that several Samsung smartphones infringed utility and design
patents owned by Apple.

The centerpiece of the case eventually became three design patents asserted by Apple, which claim
portions of a smartphone design (the bezel and front face). The patents were found to be valid and
infringed, and Samsung was eventually ordered to pay Apple $399 million for the infringement.

¥ Read more

Why Design Patents Are Surviving Post-Grant
Challenges

This article first appeared in Law360.

By: Tracy-Gene G. Durkin and Pauline M. Pelletier

As of January 2017, the institution rate for Patent Trial and Appeal
Board trials involving design patents was 37 percent. That is
significantly lower than every other technology area and makes design
patents the only technology area with an institution rate below 50
percent.

Of instituted trials, design patent claims were upheld as patentable 14 percent of the time, which is higher
than all other technology areas with the exception of biotech-pharma.

¥ Read more

Show and Tell: Successful Examiner Interview
Strategies for Consumer Product Cases
By: Mark W. Rygiel

For consumer product companies, the Examiner interview has heightened importance and
presents a unique opportunity for success. Because product lifespans are often brief and
knockoffs find their way into the market quickly, a short path to allowance is critical.Given the
tangibility of consumer products like apparel, hand tools, housewares, and everything in
between, practitioners have the chance to provide hands-on instruction as to what makes a
claimed product distinctive.

¥ Read more
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