Week of February 28th -

HIGHLIGHTS

Only one week remains in this year's Legislative Session
in Florida. A focal point of the penultimate week of
session was on budget negotiations, with joint
conference committees holding their first meetings on
Tuesday morning. Conference meetings continued
through Thursday, and remaining points of contention
within budget silos are now the responsibility of the
budget committee chairs. Aside from the budget,
lawmakers spent the entirety of their work days on the
chamber floors this week, debating and taking votes on
legislation in its final stages of the process. Being an
election year, members who have reached their term
limit were also celebrated during floor sessions this
week. Final meetings of the chambers' largest
committees, such as Appropriations and State Affairs,
were held on Monday and Tuesday. Next week will be
largely the same, with only five business days remaining
to pass legislation and the budget through both
chambers before Sine Die.

Governor Ron DeSantls speaks at a press conference at USF this week. The
Chief Executive pledged to sign a bill restricting abortions past 15 weeks at
another press conference this week. Photo via FloridaPolitics.
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ON THE GOVERNOR'S DESK

In the waning days of session, both chambers have been
rapidly forwarding bills to the Governor's desk for
approval. As of today, many more will be sent to the
Governor, including one of the most controversial
measures of the year to restrict abortions beyond 15
weeks (HB 5). Other noteworthy bills ready for approval
will:

e Regard religious institutions as essential businesses
under emergency orders (SB 254)

» Allow counties and municipalities to ban smoking on
public beach and park land (HB 105)

* Provide for the use of peer specialists in mental
health and substance abuse counseling (SB 282)


https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=73181&%3BSessionId=93
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=73147
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/282
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76552

Update protocols for children in foster care (HB 893)
Provide new school safety standards (HB 1421)
Expand the use of floating solar facilities (HB 1411)
Enhance criminal penalties for tampering with
evidence (HB 287)

Modify protocols for students with seizure disorders
in schools (HB 173)

A number of other bills also await approval, and a full list
can be viewed here. Once presented to the Governor, he
has 14 days to sign or veto each piece of legislation.

IN THE BUDGET

Throughout the week, joint budget committees met to
negotiate budget proposals for each silo. Final
conference meetings were held Thursday, and remaining
disagreements will now be the responsibility of House
and Senate Appropriations Committee Chairs. Once
negotiations conclude, the final General Appropriations
Act will be sent to the Governor for a final nod of
approval where he will have the ability to veto certain line
items as he sees fit.

REDISTRICTING

Thursday morning, the House began debate on their
congressional map proposal, which was approved by the
House Redistricting Committee last week. The Florida
Supreme Court also granted final approval to state
House and Senate maps on Thursday, making them law
across the state. A final vote was taken on the House
congressional maps Friday, where they were approved
by a 67-47 vote. Now, the Senate must concur with
amendments added by the House before the map is sent
to the Governor for final review, where he will either
approve or veto the proposal.

ADVISORS NEWS

Former Shumaker Of Counsel and Business-to-
Business Senior Advisor Melanie Griffin has been
appointed by Governor DeSantis to serve as the
Secretary of the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation (DBPR). The Senate Ethics

and Elections Committee

recommended on

Monday that the chamber

confirm her appointment.

Griffin received her

undergraduate  degree,

JD., and MBA. from

Florida State University,

and she has worked

previously in the

Governor's  office and

DBPR. Elorida Politics



https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1950
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76097&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/804
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76481&SessionId=93
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=75524&SessionId=93
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76545&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1048
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76555
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=75044
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1024
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=75604&SessionId=93
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76403
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=72622
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=73459
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=73234&SessionId=93
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/bills.aspx?Chamber=B&SessionId=93&BillSponsorIndex=-1&BillReferredIndex=-1&BillTypeIndex=-1&BillListIndex=1
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/501684-senate-panel-recommends-melanie-griffins-confirmation-for-dbpr-secretary/

QUESTIONS?

Contact Jordyn Ferguson,
jferguson@shumakeradvisors.com, or
Celeste Schettino,
cschettino@shumakeradvisors.com



https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1078
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/7012
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76485&SessionId=93
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76627&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1940
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76679
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76549
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76556
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76556
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1006
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76019&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1808
https://myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76324
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/1728
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/186
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76221&SessionId=93
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/7061#:~:text=Prohibition%20on%20use%20of%20private%20funds%20for%20election%2Drelated%20expenses.&text=Voter%20registration%20by%20the%20Department%20of%20Highway%20Safety%20and%20Motor%20Vehicles.&text=Third%2Dparty%20voter%20registrations.
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2022/524
mailto:jferguson@shumakeradvisors.com
mailto:cschettino@shumakeradvisors.com

