Jury Disapproves of Misusing Guns
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On a dark ‘street In Southwest
Portiand, David V. McKibden had
the wits scared out of him.

As It turned out, his drel panic
was worth
$600,000 In
damages
awarded

Tucsday by a
Multnomah
County Cir-
cuit Court

7, 1952, while
MeKibben, 24, Md(llm
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Jury disapproves of misusing guns

M Damages totaling $600,000 man who threatened a canvasser
against a Southwest Portland send a message

was working
Bis way aloeg Southwest 45th Ave
noe on what he belleved was a vir-
tuous mission — soliciting money
for the eavironmental group Green-
poace

In the 4100 block, he rang the
doorbell at the home of William J
Schumacher, who s retired from
the Schumacher Fur Co.

Whal rollot!d was the result of &
and P (who

rmn) ) extremely cpposing views and
ot in a heated argument that degen.
erated into name calling ..." sa
the police report on the Incident.

According to police reports,
well as McKibben lnd his lawyer,
this is what happened:

Ben Schumacher, 64, opened the
douMdUbbm.-ho up in
Vancouver, th,huad«cnl-
engincering and pow works for a

Schumacher, be says, “bocame
upset almost Immodsately. It got
worse and worse.™

Schumacher, who refused to com-
ment for this stocy, began criticizing

“I like to resclve things at the
B3 door If 1 can,” says McKibben *1
doa’t want to leave i a hostile fash.
fon. But if it's dear l‘rn In danger or
It's not possiblo, |

As McKibben and K,lbury tell It

Schumacher's lawyer, William
Kdly Olson of Pectland, also do
clined comment — McKidben turnod
o leave.

When he roached the kren gate to
the yard, Schumacher shoeted that
McKitden was “a gutbess, spineless
punk.”

McKitben in turn called Scha-
macher a name

Schumacher then yelled, “Walt
right here, I've got something to
show you."

At trial, Schumacher testified that
the “something” was an article In
Forbes magazioe critical of Green-
peace.

But McKibben says he thought at
the time that the “something™ might
be & gun, 50 he headed down the
street, abandoning his canvassing.

“I've had guys say ... ‘Get off my
property’ and there are a couple of
pmoklwb«nscando(lnlym
of canvassing,” McKibbea says, “but
nething to that extent.”

As McKibben headed down the
stroet, Schumacher scurried afler
him and in 3 confromtation, pointed
3 Slcaliber Magnum revolver

pointdlank a2 McKitben's chest,
according to trial testimony. It was
loaded with six 38 special bollow
points, according to the pelice re
poct.

Mesmarizod by the handgun,
McERben asked, “What are you
going to do, kill me?"

Nobody calls me that mame, re
plied Schumacher.

Kafoury ssys McKidben was get
ting ready to jamp Schumacher and
iry to take the weapon away when
he noticed salvation approaching.

it was a Chevy Suburban driven
by Jeffrey Schael, an emergency
room physician, Beside him, with a
plzza on her lap, was Scharf's wife,
Nancy.

As McKitben suddenly jumped In
freat of the rig. Scharf hit the
brakes

“I'm from Greenpeace,” McKibben
sald he told the couple. “This man
Just pullied & gun on me.”

Meanwhile, Schumacher was re-
turning 1o his douse. He later testi-
fiod that he took the gua with the
Forbes because McKibben
had sworn 3t him. McKibben says
he never saw a magazine, jsst the
gun.

The Schasfs took McKibben to

called

McKibben called it 2 nhht sollcit-
ing but returned to the nelghbor-
hood the next day, saying be &idn't
want to be “lrightened off by Schu-
macher.”

He also contacted Kafoury and
sued Schumacher, asking $145,000 In
genecal damages and §1 million in
punitive damages.
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