
Community Association Law Resources

Florida Locations

Firm Website 
Becker & Poliakoff’s website includes podcasts, webinars, informative articles and information that can 
assist you and your association. Visit www.becker-poliakoff.com

Community Update Archives
For more than twenty five years, Becker & Poliakoff attorneys have published a monthly newsletter, 
Community Update, to keep owners, board members, and management professionals informed about 
developments in Community Association law, notes on significant case decisions, helpful tips on the business 
aspect of Association operations, and details on changes in legislation and administrative decisions.
Visit www.becker-poliakoff.com/cu/

CALL Online
The Community Association Leadership Lobby (“CALL”) was created to provide clients with the tools and 
training they need to stay informed on key issues and influence new legislation in Florida’s Capitol.   
Visit www.callbp.com

The Florida Construction Law Authority
The Florida Construction Law Authority blog helps readers stay informed about legislative changes and cases 
impacting construction projects.   Visit www.floridaconstructionlawauthority.com

Posted on June 1, 2010
SB 1196 Becomes Law: New Condominium & 
HOA Regulations

SB 1196 contains significant changes for community associations

Governor Crist had until June 1, 2010 to act on SB 
1196.  While I have included bullet point explanations 
of some of the changes, over the next few weeks 
please check for more in depth information about how 
these new provisions will impact your association’s 
operations.

Community associations across the state are breathing 
a sigh of relief - many of them will not be required 
to retrofit the buildings with fire sprinklers or install 

fire alarms, both expensive propositions in light of the record number of 
foreclosures and budget shortfalls.  In most cases elevator upgrades can be 
put off for five (5) years - hopefully the residential market will gain stability 
in that time, making the costs associated with the elevator improvements 
easier to fund.

Attention:  If you are a non-paying, non-resident unit owner and lease your 
unit, the association may demand future payments of rent from the tenant to 
satisfy your financial obligations, without filing a lawsuit first. 

Legislators all over the state heard complaints about the repair, upkeep and 
staffing requirements associated with recreational facilities.  Paying unit 
owners were demonstrably upset (justifiably so) that non-paying owners 
could enjoy the use of the recreational facilities, in some cases precluding 
paying owners from use due to over-crowding.  Under this new law, 
associations can suspend the use of recreational facilities if assessments 
are more than ninety (90) days past due.  Of course, associations cannot 
suspend any utility services, parking spaces or means of access to the unit.  
The effectiveness of suspending use rights remains to be seen, but the 
provision itself should make owners think twice before defaulting.

This bill also includes the “Distressed Condominium Relief Act”.  While the 
act doesn’t protect buyers that acquire title after July 1, 2012, it will impact 
condominium associations for a number of years with respect to warranty, 
construction, accounting claims and the like.
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Florida Condo & HOA Law Blog
The Florida Condo & HOA provides readers with up to date analysis and news that affects condominiums 
and HOAs in Florida. Ongoing posts by community association attorneys will keep you informed! Log on and 
subscribe to receive updates as they happen.
Visit www.floridacondohoalawblog.com

Annual Conferences
Each year, Becker & Poliakoff hosts more than a dozen educational conferences throughout Florida focused 
on key legal, financial, operational, and legislative issues. The conferences 
are tailored  for board members, property managers, unit owners and others who are 
 interested in staying up to date on issues and trends impacting Florida’s community associations.  
Visit www.becker-poliakoff.com/events/ca/

YouTube: www.youtube.com/bplawfirm

Twitter: @ FLCondoHOALaw

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Becker-Poliakoff/152622379935

Boca Raton, Fort Lauderdale, Fort Myers, Fort Walton Beach, Homestead, Key West*, Melbourne*
Miami, Naples, Orlando, Port St. Lucie, Sarasota, Tallahassee, Tampa Bay, West Palm Beach

* Available for consultation by appointment

Client CARE Center
Superior client service is our top priority. The CARE center is dedicated to ensuring the utmost in client 
satisfaction. CARE staff is available to answer questions or address any client concern.  
Contact: 954-364-6090 or email care@becker-poliakoff.com.


