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Mexico’s National Center for Energy Control (Centro 
Nacional de Control de Energia: “CENACE”) Publishes 
Rules for Establishing the Infrastructure Requirements for 
the Interconnection of Power Plants and Connection of 
Charging Stations (centros de carga) 

By Jeffrey A. Chester and Diana Rosales Sanabria 

On June 2, 2015, CENACE published in the Federal Gazette of the Federation (Diario Oficial de la Federación) 
the Rules for Establishing the Infrastructure Requirements for the Interconnection of Power Plants and 
Connection of Charging Stations (the "Rules").  

 The general purpose of the Rules is to establish the types of studies that power plants or charging stations may 
request CENACE to conduct in order to determine the specific requirements needed to interconnect to the 
National Transmission Network ("NTN") or the General Distribution Networks ("GDN") for: 

1. New power plants (or for any increase in the capacity or change of the interconnection point of existing 
power plants).  

2. New charging stations (or for any increase in the contracted demand or change of the interconnection 
point of existing charging stations).  

The Rules are applicable to: 

1. Any power plant, with a net generation capacity of at least 0.5 MW, that intends to connect to the NTN or 
GDN. 

2. Any increase in the net generation capacity of a power plant of least 10 percent or more, provided that the 
total net generation capacity, including the increase, is at least 0.5 MW, and including repowering projects 
that are currently interconnected to the NTN or DGN. If the increase in capacity is less than 10 percent, 
the capacity may be increased without carrying out the relevant studies, provided that this could only 
happen once per power plant. 

3. Change or add an interconnection point for an existing power plant with a net generation capacity equal 
or greater than 0.5 MW.  

4. Any (i) project for the connection of charging stations with a demand of at least 3 MW or (ii) qualified 
users participating in the market that intend to connect to the NTN or GDN with a transmission line of at 
least 69 KV. The demand value will be updated annually to comply with the Electric Industry Law (Ley de 
la Industria Eléctrica).  
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5. Increases in the contracted demand of an existing charging station of at least 10 percent and that is 

currently connected using a transmission line of at least 69 KV. If the increase in the demand is less than 
10 percent of the original contracted demand, demand may be increased without carrying out the relevant 
studies, provided that this could only happen once per charging facility. 

6. Change or add an interconnection point for (i) existing charging stations with a demand of at least 3 MW 
or (ii) qualified users participating in the market, that intend to connect with a transmission line of at least 
69 KV.  

A complete Spanish version of the Rules is available. 
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About Morrison & Foerster: 

We are Morrison & Foerster—a global firm of exceptional credentials. Our clients include some of the largest 
financial institutions, investment banks, Fortune 100, technology and life science companies.  We’ve been 
included on The American Lawyer’s A-List for 11 straight years, and Fortune named us one of the “100 Best 
Companies to Work For.”  Our lawyers are committed to achieving innovative and business-minded results for our 
clients, while preserving the differences that make us stronger.  This is MoFo.  Visit us at www.mofo.com. 

Because of the generality of this update, the information provided herein may not be applicable in all situations 
and should not be acted upon without specific legal advice based on particular situations.  Prior results do not 
guarantee a similar outcome. 
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